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Chapter the Fin. 


HAT a Silver Penny is a pretty 
thing, I believe every pretty little 

Muſs and Maſter will readily allow; but then; 
a Silver Penny has generally been conſidered 
as worth no more than a Penny; whereas J 
hope to prove, by the time my pretty readers 


— 


a have gone through this little book, that 


ere are ſome Silver Pennies worth Six- 
pence ; and the preſent one, whoſe adveri- 
tures are here related, will, for the informa+ 
tion and inſtruction, as well as entertain« 
ment and amuſement it contains, perhaps 


be conſidered as worth its weight in gold. 
A 


It 
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It is cuſtomary to expect, that every one, 
who fits down to write their own adventures, 
ſhould, in the firſt place, give ſome account 
of their country and parentage, the manner 
in which they were brought up, and ſuch 
other like particulars, before they were left 
to their own conduct and diſcretion, and be- 
fore they came to appear for themſelves 
on the wide theatre of the world. 
My Silver Penny being as yet too young 
to ſpeak for itſelf, and as it will not be 
' Found old enough to perform that office 
till the commencement of the next chapter, 
| T muſt in the mean time ſpeak for it, and 
in this firſt chapter, which may be conſi- 
| dered as an Introduction, give the hiſtory of 
its early days. | 
| The materials of which this Penny w 
compoſed were dug out of a mine in Perth, 
in South America, diſtant from our own 
country upwards of five thouſand miles. See 
how hard the poor ſlaves are at work in 


its 
You 


— 
* 
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You know, my pretty little Miſſes and 
Maſters, that every thing that is far fetched 
and dear bought, muſt be, according to the 
general opinion, very valuable. If fo, the 


little hero of this piece, my Silver Penny, 


muſt be very valuable indeed; for you muft 
allow, that upwards of five thouſand miles 
is no ſmall diſtance, conſequently it 1s far 
fetched; and dear bought it muſt be, fince 
the Spaniards, to whom this gold and ſilver 
country now * in order to get 2 

2 on 
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ſion of it murdered innumerable thouſands of 
innocent Indians, and made ſlaves of thoſe 
they did not murder, 

Only think what a ſad thing it mult be, 
to be condemned for life to work under 
ground, without ever ſeeing the chearful 
light of the ſun, or breathing that free and 
{wcet air, which we ſo happily enjoy who 
live upon the ſurface of the earth; That 
nice ſilver ſpoon, with which you cat your 
milk for breakfaſt, and the pretty ſilver cup, 
out of which you drink your beer at dinner 


time, originally came from that diſtant place, 


I have juſt mentioned, and were dug out of 
the bowels of the earth, at the expence of 
the death of thouſands, and the ſlavery of 
many more, 7 

I thould tell you, my pretty readers, that 
in the early ages of the world, there were 


no ſuch things as trade and commerce, and 
conſequently money was then unknown. In 


thoſe days, people uſed to exchange one ne- 


ceflary for another, and the richeſt man was 
he who was moſt induſtrious in the cultiva- 


tios 
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tion of his lands, and in the improvement of 
his flocks and herds. Every father was king 
of his own family, who acknowledged no 
other ſuperior. Muſt it not be very pretty 
to have ones papa for a king ? for, in that 
caſe, ones mama muſt be queen, and ones 
ſiſters and brothers all princetles and princes ! 

Matters, to be ſure, are very differently 
managed in theſe days; but how that came 
about, and what firſt introduced money into 
the world, would take up too much of my 
time at preſent, and perhaps be, in ſome 
meaſure, foreign to the buſineſs before me; 
I ſhall therefore return to the Peruvian mine, 
and deſcribe by what means the materials 
tor my Silver Penny were there found, af- 
terwards brought from ſo great a diſtance 
into England, and there ſtamped with the 
mark of royalty, with which you now lee it 
15 inveſted. 

In the province of Peru, in South Ameri- 
ca, as I before told you, are ſilver mines. 
Theſe mines are at a great depth under the 
earth, and the people who work in them ge- 

| A3 nerally * 
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nerally live and die there; for it is ſo un- 
wholſome, that it kills them in a ſhort time. 
Thus you fee, my pretty readers, that mo- 
ney has its mifchievous conſequences before 
it comes into circulation ; and yet we ought 
not to cry out fo much againſt money, for 
there is nothing to be done without it, In- 
deed, the truth is, that it is not the money 
itſelf that is in fault, but thofe who get it, 
and make a bad uſe of it. | 
Now you are not to ſuppoſe, that ſilver is 
found in theſe mines in one ſolid Jump, and 
that the miners have nothing more to do, 
than juſt to break it to pieces and bring it up, 
No, the ſilver conſiſts of little pieces, per- 
haps not bigger than a pin's head, and mix- 
ed in a variety of earths, and other matters 
of no value. The miners, therefore, are ob- 
liged to dig the earth and ſilver together as 
they find them; and you will pleaſe to re- 
member, that the filver in this mixed ſtate, 
is called the ore. : : 
Having thus got the ore from the mine, 
they proceed to ſeparate the filver from 2 
| E 
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earth and other bodies with which it is in- 
corporated, and when they have extracted 
every thing from it, it is then called jure /il- 
ver, and is melted down into various ſha 
and forms: It was from one of thoſe pieces 
that my little ſilver hero of this book was 
taken; and thus far have we ſettled of what 
country he originally was, namely, a native. 
of Peru in South America, 

From the time of his firſt ſeparation from 
the ore, to his arrival in England, and afſum- 
ing his preſent ſtamp of royalty, was a very 
conſiderable ſpace ; for you know, my pretty 


| readers, that the higheſt ſtations are not gain- 


ed in haſte, and that patience and induſtry, 
and a long attention to the condition of life 
we are Wn in, and properly aCting our. 
parts, are the only means of riſing in the 
world; and theſe, accompanied with un- 
blemiſhed honour and honeſty, ſeldom fail of 
ſucceſs, | 
The little pieces of ſilver, of which this 
Penny was made, were firſt incorporated in 
a very large wedge, which, while it was con- 
veying 
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veying among others to the king of Spain's 


warehouſe at Lima, was ſtolen by one of the 
officers, who was ſent to take care of the 
cargo, Unhappily for the officer, he was 


detected, and being brought before the 


governor of Lima, that gentlemin-ſeverely 
reproached him, for attempting fo wicked 
an action, as that of cheating the king, 
and then ordered the offender to be put 

to death. 14 
The governor, however, conſidering that 
this wedge of ſilver had coſt a poor man his 
life, thought it too much polluted to be placed 
among the king's ſtores, and put it, therefore, 
in company with many more like it, in a 
3 place, till he himſelf ſhould return to 
urope. ö | = 
In this ſtate of concealment the wedge 
remained for ſome years, till it was releaſed 
from its abſcurity by a very common caſe. 
Very heavy complaints having been ſent 
over to Europe, againſt the avarice and ex- 
tortion of this goyernor of Lima, the king 
of Spain ſent gyer à very pious and devoug 
| © Roman 
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Roman catholic biſhop, to enquire into the 
truth of theſe charges. The biſhop, on his 
arrival at Lima, loaded the poor governor 
with the heavieſt reproaches, for having thus 
preferred pernicious gold and ſilver to the 
duties of his office. Ann 

But all that I know of the particulars of 
this buſineſs was, that in a few days, this 
wedge of ſilver, together with many other 
valuable effects, were ſent on board the ſhip, 
in the biſhop's baggage. The governor was 
honourably acquitted of all the charges ex- 
hibited againſt him, his accuſers ſeverely pu- 
niſhed, and the bithop, having beſtowed his 
po blefling on the governor, ſet fail for 

urope, 

However, they were met on their paſſage 
by an Engliſh frigate, who, after a ſhort 
engagement, took the Spaniſh ſhip, and 
carried her, the biſhop, and his piqus trea- 
ſure to England, The gold and ſilver were 
eonveyed to the Mint, and there my 
Silver Penny received the ſtamp of royalty 
it now bears, From the Mint I conveyed 

1 
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it to the Bank of England, and there leſt 
it in the moſt reputable company. 

I muſt now, my pretty readers, take my 
leave of you, and leave my Silver Penny to 
tell its own tale, You know that our old 
friend Æſop beſtowed the gift of ſpeech, rea- 
ſon, and argument, on every animal he 
mentioned; and J hope I ſhall not be thought 
unreaſonable, if I claim the ſame indulgence 
for my Silver Penny. 
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Chapter the Second; 


Y ſweet, pretty, little readers, as I 

now find I am left to tell my own 

tale, that is, the hiſtory of all my adventures, 
I muſt beg leave firſt to acquaint you 
with one thing, which is this, that before 
my late father, maſter, or whatever you 
may pleaſe to call the writer of the firſt chap- 
ter, left me at the Bank to {hift for myſelf, 
he gave me theſe few you of advice ; and, 
4 
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as they may perhaps be uſeful to others as 


well as me, I will endeavour to recollect what 


his words were. 

« My dear Silver Penny, (faid he to me) 
I would wiſh you always to remember from 
whence you ſprupg, and not to place too 
great A value on yourſelf, merely becauſe 
you ife now ſtamped. with the mark of 
royalty, You muſt remember, that you 
was taken from the boſom of the earth, and 
that you muſt return again to that earth from 
whence you ſprung, nor is it your ſtamp of 
royalty that will preſerve yu R 

« You are now in the ſame ſituation with 
many a pretty little Miſs and Maſter, who, 
being born of rich parents, are conſtantly 
drefled out in a very ſumptuous mamicr, am 
arc on that accouut too apt to think a great 
deal of themſelves ; but all the fine clothes 


in the world will not make a lady or a gen- 


tleman of any little ones, without the add:- 
tion of good ſenſe and pretty behaviour. 
Therefore take care, that you grow neither 


- 
— 
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proud nor conceited, neither haughty nor in- 


ſolent. 

« Though I adviſe you to be humble 
and ſubmiſſive, and not to think too much 
of yourſelf, yet I would wiſh to caution you 
againſt all extremes, and not to ſuppoſe 
that I expect you to run into all kinds 
of low company, in order to ſhew your 
condeſcenſion. Do what you will, you will 
ſometimes find yourſelf obliged to mix amo 
counterfeit ſhillings and Birmingham half- 
pence, in the ſame manner as young ladies 
and gentlemen are frequently obliged to join 
company wich their infertors. But if you be 
prudent, no evil can arife from this, but 
rather an advantage; for, if you behave pro- 
perly, Tower coin muſt have the preference 
to counterfeits, in the ſame. manner as 2 
good child will always be preferred to a bad 
one. 

« You will, Uke every wife child, have 
an opportunity of bearing and feeing every 
thing, without being obliged to tay much 
yourtelf ; and, if 5 * make a proper uſe of 

2 tir 
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this advantage, it will be of ſingular ſervice 
to you. Though moſt people are fond, and 
ihdeed cannot be otherwiſe, of hearing little 
children prattle and be lively, yet they are 
expected to act otherwiſe, when they get 


into gowns and breeches. At that age, a 


decent filence is as neceſſary, as is a becom- 
ing courage to anſwer a queſtion properly 
when aſked. £44 

& I would wiſh you to remember theſe 
few hints, and, be aſſured, you will find 
many opportunities to improve them. Re- 
member what you ſee, in every ſtation you 
may fall into, and publiſh your obſervations 
to the world, for the uſe and improvement 


of every little Miſs and Maſter, and I then 
ſhall not repent of the care I have taken of 


I very dutifully thanked my father, for ſuch 
ſhall always call him, for his kind advice, 
and faithful 
He then left me, and I cannot ſay, but that 
I felt a pleaſing ſatisfaction of becoming the 
maſter of my own thoughts. I have — 

- B Olten 
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ly promiſed never to forget it. 
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often found, that the generality of children 
are of the ſame diſpoſition, and triumph in 
the enjoyment of that liberty, which has 
often proved fatal to them, from the want of 
experience. 

1 was at night, in company with many 
rich pieces, locked up in a ſtrong cheſt, and 
conveyed under a ſtrong vaulced roof, where, 
] was told, neither fire nor thieves could 
:ouch me. I now began to be apprehenſive, 
that I might remain in this ſtate of obſcurity 
as long as I had before among the private 
hoards of the governor of Lima; but in 
this I was agreeably miſtaken, 

The next day we were brought up into 
the hall, when I, and all the reſt of my com- 
panions, were ſoon ſent abroad into the world 
through different hands. Some fell into the 
hands of bull, and others into the hands of 
bears : but 1 gently glided into the pocket 
of a Jew broker, Now bulls and bears, my 
pretty little readers, mean nothing more than 
a ſet of men, who gamble in the funds as 
people do at cards and horſe-races, when, 


B 3 having 
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having ſometimes loſt more than they can 
pay, they are obliged to run away. 
Never was I ſo flateercd as at this period, 
ſor my Jeu maſter gave me a coat of gold, 
in which I thought 1 looked grand and mag- 
nificent. My pride, however, was, ſoon 
| Kumbled ; for the tradeſmen who took me 
| - gold, ſoon diſcovered that I was only a 
| &ilver Penny. He threw me down upon 
| His counter with great fury, when I rebound- 
ed off it, and fell near a large crack on the floor. 
| Had I gone an inch further, I ſhould have 
gone into a hole, in which I ſhould, probably, 
' have ruſted and waſted away in obſcurity, 
I! was picked up by a — * near whom I 
fell, from whom I expected pity at leaſt; 
but he laughed at me, called me a rogue, 
and then handed me round to all preſent, wha. 
joined the laugh at my expence. Let me. 
advife you, my pretty readers, never to pre- 
tend to make yourſelves appear greater than 
vou are, for nothing can be ſo. humiliating 
à to get yourſelves laughed at. 
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Though I thought myſelf happy an eſcap- 
ing the 3 in the — yet 7 found I had 
conquered one difficulty only to be expoſed 
to another ſtill greater. "The tradeſman was 
ſo enraged at the deceit, that he took up a 
pair of ſheers, and proteſted he would cut 
me in half, Some of the company appro- 
ved his reſolution, while others as ſtrongly 
oppoſed it, Thus, for near a quarter of an 
Four, my maſter ſcolding, and the company 
laughing all the time, did my fate remain 
unſettled in the moſt cutting and agonizing 
uncertainty. | | 
Luckily for me, at the very moment that 
the ſheers were extended to cut me in half, 
my maſter's little ſon entered the ſhop, when 
every voice. cried out, Give it to Maſter 
Tommy ! Give it to Maſter 'Tommy ! Hg 
accordingly did ſo; and now, in the cut at 
beginning of this chapter, you ſee him ſhak- 
ing me in his purſe. | | 
I now thought myſelf happy indeed in two 
ſuch miraculous eſcapes, and I could not 
help recalling to my mind, that young chil- | 
dren 
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' dren are too apt to rely on their own judge 


ment, and think that they cannot fail of be- 
ing happy when they have nobody to contra- 
dict them. But did little children properly 
reflect on the danger of ſuch a fituation, 
they would think themſelves infinitely more 
happy in being governed and adviſed by 
their parents and friends, 

Maſter Tommy was fo fond of me, that 
he was almoſt continually taking me out of 
his purſe, and playing with me. By theſe 
means, and being kept in company with 
others, who were often ruþbing againſt me, 
in a little time, Iloſt ail my borrowed dreſs, 
and appeared in my natural form, that of a 


| Silver Penny. 


I had learned from experience, what TI 
would wiſh every little Miſs and Maſter to 
believe, that nothing is more dangerous than 
a gaudy dreſs borrowed to deceive ; and I 


now thought mylelf happy in having at 


laſt recovercd my proper appearance, ſincere- 


ly wiſhing never more to appear in gold, 


This 
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This Maſter Tommy was of a ſweet and 
amiable temper, he did every thing his pa- 
rents bid him, and was beloved by every one 
in the houſe. Certain J am, from every thing 
I have obſerved during my paſſing through 
jo many hands, that did little Miſſes and 
Maſters know, how amiable a good and 
fweet-tempered child appears in the eyes ot 
cvery one, there would be no naughty chil- 
(ren. They would value ſuch a character 
infinitely beyond the moſt beautiful features, 
or the Fneſt, clothes that could be procured, - 

I did not remain long in the poſſeſſion of 
this ſweet child; for his ſiſter Amelia com- 
ing home in the holidays, he made her a 
preſent of me, as the moſt valuable thing he 
poſſeſſed. Indeed, it is no wonder he did ſo, 
for he dearly loved his ſiſter, and would hang 
round her neck and cry over her, if ſhe hap. 
pened to be ill; and he would ſtudy ever 
means to divert her upon the {lighteſt indif. 
poſition, 

Nothing ſhews the goodneſs of a little 
heart more, than that tender love and affection 

| which 
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which are often ſeen between brothers and 
ſiſters : nor is any thing more unpleaſng or 
unpromiſing than to ſee brothers and ſiſters 
perpetually quarrelling. There is nothing 
a parent ought more to attend to, than to 
keep up a perpetual union of love and eſteem 
among their children, If they do not love 
each other in their infancy, they hardly ever 
will when they grow up. 

Amelia kindly thanked her brother for the 
preſent, kiſſed him, and promiſed ſhe would 
never part with me. However, walking 
one day along the ſtreet, and pulling our her 
bandkerchief, a little box, in which I was 
encloſed, came out unperceived, and both [ 
and the box fell into the ſtreet; when a por- 
ter, coming by with, a load, ſtepped on the 


box, cruſhed it to pieces, and left me buried 


in the mud. 


Chapter 
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"H A T were the feelings of Miſs 
Amelia on her. firſt miſhng me, I 

cannot tell; but certain I am, that my own 
feclings were very great, and I now expe- 
rienced the truth of what my father had told 
me, that in ſome ſituations I ſhould find the 
ſtamp of royalty would avail me but little. 
Luckily fox me, | happened to fall in between. 
. tWo 
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two ſtones, otherwiſe I ſhould have been 
cruſhed to pieces by the weight of carts, 
waggons, and coaches, that paſſed over me. 
However, lying in a crevice as I did, J was 
protected from all injury, though I found 
my royalty much hurt by having ſo many 
ſtinking and filthy puddles pop over me. 

T had heard my father often ſay, that little 
children ſhould be early accuſtomed to bear 
diſappointments with patience, and that they 
ſhould ſometimes be croſſed in their wiſhes, 
merely to put their temper to a trial, that 
being accuſtomed to little croſſes in their 
youth, they may be able to ſupport greater 
ills with fortitude, when they get abroad in 
a world, in which they muſt expect to meet 
with many vexations and diſappointments. ' 
| In my preſent dirty ſituation, I remem- 
bered this remark of my father's, and it 
afforded very conſiderable comfort under my 
misfortune. Inſtead of complaining, I be- 
gan to be thankful that I had fallen into ſuch 
a ſituation, that no weight whatever could 
injure me; whereas, had I fallen in a my 
VIIDIS 
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viſible place, I might have been cruſhed to 
pieces before ] had been picked up. Thus, 
my pretty little readers, when any little - 
diſappointment befalls you, bear it patiently, 
and be thankful that it is not worſe. 
In this diſgraceful ſituation I lay more than 
a month, conſtantly waſhed by filthy ſtreams, 
and once or twice got a ſevere ſcrubbing 
from the broom of a ſhopman, as he cleaned 
tie dirt from his maſter's door, oppoſite to 
which I lay. | 
However, the day of my deliverance ar- 
rived; for a kennel-raker, ſuch as you 
ſee in the picture at the head of this chapter, 
coming up to the place where I Jay, by 
chance there began his operations of ſweep- 
ing and ſcratching. By this violent agitation 
of his ſtumpy broom, he waſhed away part 
of the filth in. which I lay concealed, when 
part of my bright edge caught his ſight. As 
I was jammed in too cloſely to be extracted 
by his fingers alone, he inflantly applied to 
me a little crooked piece of iron, and having 
by degrees got it under me, gave me ſuch a a 
- ; lhock, 
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ſheck, as I am ſure any little Maſter would 
think worſe than the drawing of a tight 
tooth. However, out I flew, when he in- 
ſtantly picked me up, and putting me into 
his leather baſket, which hung by his ſide, 
thus carried me off, ſeemingly highly de- 
lighted, 

Though I undoubtedly was happy at be- 
ing relieved from fo naſty a ſituation, yet I 
found my royalty much hurt by being in the 
polleſſion of a kennel-raker, who, to add to 
my mortification, inſtead of putting me into 
his pocket, naſty as it was, threw me into 
the baſket, among pieces of ruſty nails, 
broken bits of glaſs, and ſuch other rubbiſh 
as he had picked up in the courſe of his 
raking. 

However, I conſoled myſelf with the hope, 
that I thould not long remain in the poflet- 
Ton of my preſent maſter, and herein I was 
| dy no means diſappointed; for, in leſs than 
| five minutes, he turned ſhort into a houſe, 
and barted me away for a glaſs of the juice 

*of juniper. The lady, tato wheſe Gn 
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fell, looked at me very pleaſingly, and in- 
ſtantly called her daughter Miſs Fanny, who 
anſwered ſhe would not come. Her mama 
at laſt telling her ſhe had got ſomething for 
her, ſhe then came, and I was preſented to 
her. She looked at me with a ſmile of in- 
diſterence, then put it into her pocket, with- 
out even thanking her mama for it, and 
then walked away very careleſsly _. 

I ſoon found, that I was got into the 
poſſeſſion of a ſpoiled child, for ſuch Miſs 
Fanny really was; and as I have too much 
reaſon to believe, that there are many more 
ſpoiled children than Miſs Fanny, I ſhall 
give my little readers the hiſtory of her and 
her family, 

Mils j anny's papa had been a footman, 
and her mama a cook-maid : not that 1 
think them a bit the worſe for that, for it is 
the conduct and behaviour of perſons by 
wkich we ought to judge, and not from 
what they have been or are. They had both 
lived in the fame family, and having been 
prudent and careful, they both fome 
4 moneys 
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money. They accordingly married, and 
took a ſhop to retail ſpirituous liquors. Here 
they got forward, as the ſaying is, at a very 
great rate. 


As Miſs Fanny was their only child, they 


were fond of her to exceſs: whatever ſhe 
wanted, be what it would, it was !mmedi- 
ately procured for her, and if ſhe cried for 
any thing, the whole houſe was in an uproar, 
Hence it is no wonder that they changed 
their ſervants every moon. Surely nothing 
can be more abſurd, than to give a child any 
thing merely becauſe it cries for it, whereas 
that ought to be the very reaſon why they 
ought not to have it. It is the readieſt way 
to make them fretful and peeviſh, which is 
at once hurting their perſons and conſtitu- 
tions, 

As Miſs Fanny's papa and mama had re- 
ceived very little education themſelves, they 
determined to ſpare no expence to make her 
a moſt accompliſhed girl, and had therefore 
all the different kinds of teachers come home 


to inſtruct her ; for they could not think of 


truſting 


| 
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truſting her at a boarding ſchool, where ſhe 
would not have her bed warmed at night, 
where ſhe would be obliged to get up early 
in the morning, and to eat and drink ay 
what was provided for her in common wi 
the reſt of the ladies. 

The conſequence of all this was, that ſhe 
ſoon tired out all her teachers: ſhe would 
{lap one in the face, tread on the toes of, 
another, and run a pin into the third. She 
would not go to bed till the morning, nor 
ariſe till noon ; ſo that, at the time ] came 
into her hands, though twelve years of age, 
ſhe knew not how to wriſtband a ſhirt, to 
write a letter, or even hardly fo read. How 
often was I vexed to hear certain viſitors 
break out in exclamations on the great per- 
fections of children where they viſit ! There 
is certainly nothing more mean or ungene- 
rous, that to — children to their faces 
for what they never did, and extol them for 
thoſe perfections they never poſſeſſed. But 
tuch people find it equally eaſy to cenſure or 

© applaud, 
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applaud, according to the ſituation of the 
preſent moment. 

Among the viſitors at Mifs Fanny's houſe 
Was Lady Goodwill, who one day took the 
liberty to aſk Mifs what ſhe had learned, 
when ſhe replied, © Every thing: needle- 
work, muſic, dancing, French, and every 
thing elſe.” The lady, however, finding 
upon enquiry, that this every thing was in 
fact nothing, and being pretty well acquainted 
with the cauſe of it, the thus addreſſed my 
little miſtrefs : 

« My dear Fanny, I know there are ſeveral 
ladies that viſit at this houſe, who are not 
your friends, becauſe they flatter you here 
for poſleſſing thoſe accompliſhments, while in 
other companies they make your pride and 
ignorance the object of their ridicule, Iam 
your beſt friend in telling you, that you 
Low nothing ; and I ſhall be happy indeed, 
if the plain truths that I fpeak to you ſhould 


have the pleaſing effect of inducing you to 


”, 
8 


apply more to your books and necdle 
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ce] do not underſtand (replied Fanny) be- 
ing talked to in this manner ! My papa can 
give me a large fortune, and my mama ſays, 
that there is no occaſion for my ſpoiling my 
pretty eyes with either reading or needle- 
work.” So ſaying, ſhe bounced out of the 
room, and the lady left the houſe. 

In ſhort, Miſs Fanny was indulged to ſuch 
a degree, that ſhe took neither air nor exer- 
ciſe, which brought on a decline, that put a 
period to her life in the ſixteenth year of her 
age, Before her death, ſhe made a very 
ſingular requeſt, which was, that all her 
little pieces of money ſhould be buried in the 
coffin with her, Which was readily granted, 
and punctually performed, I and x 6.4 half a 
dozen . more little pieces, being ſerewed up 
in the coffin with her. 

What a horrible and alarming ſituation 
was I now in ! Amidſt all the leſſons of ad- 
vice my father had given me, I did not remem - 
ber tbat he ſaid I ſhould patiently ſubmit ta 
bz burjed alive, and at preignt I had no other 

C2 proipg@ 
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{ | proſpect before me, ſinee I was faſt ſcrewed 

| up in the coffin, | 
While I was occupied with the diſtractin 

| thought of being buried alive, the death- 
began to toll, and J and the coffin were car- 
| | ried to a vault in the church in all the ſolem- 
|  nityof funeral pomp. « Aſhes to aſhes, and 
| | duſt to duſt,“ ſaid the parſon, and down 
came the earth upon the coffin- plate]! I am 
| fo terrified with the recollection of it, that I 
| van proceed go further at preſent, 
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Chapter the Fourth. 


Think J hear ſome of my pretty little rea- 

ders exclaiming in pitying acgents, Alas, 
poor Silver Penny ! hard indeed was thy lot, 
to come above five thouſand miles to be bur 
ed alive ina ſtrange country, and that too at 
a time when thou waſt honoured with the 
badge of royalty ! Poor Silver Penny, how 


C3 quietly 
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| | quietly thou now lieſt ſcrewed up in that | 
coffin! There thou wilt moulder away, and | 
| ſee the day-light no more ! Hard indeed was 
[il thy te.“ | 23 
Thank you, my, pretty little Miſſes and 
| | Maſters, for your kind funeral lamentations ; 
but your friend, the Silver Penny, ſtill en- 
' Joys the day-light,, and is once more at 
C || ine: But give me leave to tell you, that 
I wilf never more give way to deſpair, and 
I would adviſe every little one, whatever 
| | diſaſters they may labour under, always to 
live in hopes of relief, conſtantly remembring 
that old and true proverb, that the lange/t lane 
has a turning at laſt. 
Without further preamble, I will tell you 
how I came to be releaſed. I have already 
told you, that I was ſcrewed up in the coffin 
with other ſilver pieces, all which amount- 
ed only to about five ſhillings. This extra- 
; qfdinary incident became the chat of the 
neighbourhood, and the firſt perſon who re- 
lated it to his neighbour raiſed the ſum to 
Re pounds, the next who told it raiſed it to 
| | | SRI hifty, 
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fifty, and ſo on, from one to another, till at 
laſt it was raiſed to five hundred pounds. 

I would here wiſh to caution my pretty 
little readers againſt too readily believing the 
firſt reports concerning any thing, and the | 
more they are of conſequence, the longer } 
they ought to be in placing an implicit belief 
in public reports; for they ſee, in this trifling 
inſtance, that report ſoon raiſed five ſhillings 
to five pounds, then to tifty, and at laſt to 
five hundred. 

This laſt report of five hundred pounds 
being buried in the coffin, coming to the 
cars of the ſexton, was a very lucky circum- 
{tance for me; for Mr. Gravebuilder, the 
ſexton, very Wiſely argued within himſelf, 
that it was very ridiculous to ſuffer ſo much 
money to rot in a coffin, while it would be 
of infinite ſervice to his family above 
ground, and of fo little uſe to the perſon 
who lay quietly in the coffin. 

Accordingly, about midnight, when 
every body was aſleep, Mr. Gravebuilder 
lizhted his lanthorn, went into the church- 

C 4 yard, 
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yard, and ſoftly unlocked the door of the 
vault, not that he was afraid of being diſ- 
turbed by any body within, but of bein 

heard by thoſe without. Here, too, I mult 
ſtop to make a little digreſſion. My pretty 
readers, never be diſturbed by any idle 
ſtories of ghoſts and apparitions, for whoever 
attempts to infuſe ſuch notions into you, are 
either themſelves very ignorant, or elſe have 
ſome deſign to deceive you. Thoſe who 
pretend to have ſeen them are either fools or 


| . madmen, whoſe minds muſt be very weak, 


or whole ſenſes are much diſordered. 

But to proceed. Mr. Gravebuilder had 
no ſooner opened the vault door than he 
haſtened to the coffin, unſcrewed the lid, 
and took it off. But how ſhall I expreſs his 
ſurpriſe and indignation, when, inſtead, 
of five hundred pounds, he found only 
a few ſilver pieces | © What a wicked world 
is this! (exclaimed Mr. Gravebuilder) peo- 
ple delight in nothing but telling faltities 
and decciving their neighbours ! Well, | ſee, 

ere 
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there is neither honour nor honeſty left in 
this world!“ 

Judge what muſt be my joy and ſurpriſe 
when JI ſaw the coffin lid open.“ Well, 
(ſaid I to myſelf) let what will happen to me 
in future, I will never deſpair! How could 
I have expected ſuch a ſudden and happy de- 
liverance as this!” I had ſcarely finiſhed 
this ſhort ejaculation, when Mr. Grave- 
builder, in the firſt rage of his diſappoint- 
ment, took the ſilver pieces out of the coffin, 
and daſhed them down on the ground with 
great fury, However, after he had given 
vent to his rage, he began to reflect, that 
leaving the pieces there on the ground _—_ 
Jead to a diſcovery of what he had been at. He 
therefore looked about with his lanthorn, and 
picked them all up, excepting myſelf, who 
lad rolled into a corner, and thereby eſcaped 
his notice, Having again ſcrewed up the 
coflin, put the money into his pocket, and 
reſtored every thing to its right poſition, he 


quitted the vault, leaving me to bemoan my 


wretched fate, 
What 


| 
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What a terrible reverſe of fortune was 
this! At the very moment I was exulting 
in my delivery, to be again plunged into 
deſpair, was a hard ſuffering indeed. I had 
. eſcaped from the coffin, it was true; but I 
was very little better off in my preſent ſitua- 
tion, as thoſe gloomy manſions are but ſel- 
dom vilited by the living. 

I had three months leiſure to enjoy theſe 
melancholy reflections, at the end of which 
time my ſpirits werea little raiſed, by hearing 
the vault door again turn on its hinges. This 
was was no leſs a perſon than the grave-dig- 
ger himſelf, who was come into the vault to 
make room for another coffin, which I founc 
was to be depoſited there that night. 

My ſpirits now again reviyed, and I be- 
gan to conceive the hope, that by the light 
of the torches I might be diſcovered by ſome- 


body, who would again reſtore me to the | 


enjoyment of day-light, Luckily for 
me, the ſun ſhone uncommonly bright, 
and one of its rays darting through the grat- 
ing 
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ing of the door, fell directly on my poliſhed 
ſurface, and rendered me very conſpicuous 
to the eye. 

This had the deſired effect; for the grave- 
digger ſoon eſpying me, advanced towards 
me with haſty ſteps, took me up, looked at 
me and ſmiled, and then put me into his 
pocket, My heart rebounded with joy, and 
I began to ſay again to myſelf, © What a 
folly it is to Jefpair ; let what will happen 
to me again, I will live in hope, and wajt 
patiently for a reverſe of fortune!“ 

It is thus, my pretty little readers, we 
conduct ourſelves in every condition of life, 
and vary our opinions as our circumſtances 
alter. In the time of proſperity, we think 
little of adverſity, we think there will be no 
end to it. What trifling circumſtances will 
frequently diſturb the minds of little Miſs 
and Maſter ! A rainy day, when on a viſit 
or a party of pleaſure, will be conlidered as 
an intolerable evil, and be perhaps as much 
lamented as if they ſtood in need of a meal, 


without the means of procuring it, from ei- 
ther 
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money or friends. My dear children, _ A 
againſt the evils which imaginary ills bring 
along with them, for they are ſometimes 
more chagrining than real misfortunes: 

But to return. I ſoon ſaw day-light, and 
was almoſt as ſoon diſpoſed of, in the ſame Ir. 
manner as formerly by the kennel-raker. By. 
this time misfortunes had a great deal hum- Ii . 
bled my pride, and I every day began to 
think leſs and leſs of my royalty. I did not I nrg 
now find myſelf any ways hurt by being 
jumbled among a large number of ſilver and! 

Fealfpenice, hardly any one of which, but my- 

ſelf, bore the genuine ſtamp of royalty, being Il pit 

almoſt all what the world call counterfeits. 

During the ſpace of more than fix months, II. 
I moved from hand to hand, ſometimes ten 11 
times in a day, without ſtaying long enough 
in any ſervice to make obfervations worthy 
of recording. Some little maſters, into 
whoſe hands I fell, parted with me immedi- 
ately for the moſt uſeleſs trifles, not being 

able to keep a penny in their pockets for a 

moment. 
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After ſome little time, I was preſented to 
a {mart young gentleman, who received the 
preſent with a great deal of complaiſance z 
but, before he put me into his pocket, he 
{pit full in my face. This was ſuch an 
affront that I had never received from the 
moment of my leaving the mines of Peru. 
I afterwards found out, however, that it 
was Chriſtmas-time, and that I being the 
firſt Chriſtmas-box he had received, he had 
{pit upon me for good Tuck / 
Though this diſcovery ſomewhat appeaſed 
my reſentment, and though I continued with 
him a great while, and he behaved tolerably 
well, yet I could never heartily forgive him. 
Having met with no diſaſter for a long time, 
{ began to forget my misfortunes, and 
my notions of my own dignity, from being 
ſtamped with royalty, returned at a ö — 
rate, However, I would adviſe every little 
Maſter, never to ſpit in the face of any one, 
for thoſe affronts are hardly ever A 
After paſſing through various hands, I at 
laſt made ſome ſtay with a ſweet pretty 1 
sir, 
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girl, the daughter of a farmer, who had alſo 
another child, a little naughty boy. Pamela, 
the name of this little girl, was about ten 
years of age, and having ſometime loſt her 
mama, ſhe took care of her father's farm- 
houſe with all the ſolidity of a little woman. 
George, her brother, was a very miſchievous 
boy, about eight years old, and gave poer 
Pamela a great deal of trouble. At the be- 
ginning of the next chapter you will ſee 
pretty Pamela feeding the poultry in the 


farm-yard, 
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retty little Miſtreſs, Pamela, uſed 

* — morning with the ſun, 

ſweep out the houſe, and put it into the niceſt 
order, and then feed her poultry, while the 
men were ſent to fetch the cows and milk 
them, When the good old farmer came 
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home at breakfaſt or dinner time, he always 
found his daughter had taken care to make 
every thing ready. Though ſhe kept the 
houſe in order herſelf, ſhe was always as 
neat and clean as any lady; and what time 


ſhe had to ſpare, ſhe paſſed in reading pretty 


books of amuſement and inſtruction. 

On the-6ther hand, her brother George 
was an idle and indolent boy, who would 
never get up on a morning without being 
called, and. not always even then. Pamela 
would ſometimes catch him fucking up the 
cream, till he was fo full that he could hard- 
ly wag.,, On theſe occaſions ſhe would ſay 
to him, „Pie, George, how can you 
drink up the cream in this manner! Inſtead 
of having plenty of butter to carry to mar- 
ket, we ſhall not have enough to ſpread upon 
our own bread. You know how hard your 
poor father works to pay his rent and ſupport 
us. Lou muſt not be ſo naughty.” 
Sometimes he would ſuck all the new-Jaid 
eggs, and at other times ſteal the apples his ſiſ- 
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dinner, and then, inſtead of going to ſchool, 
lit for a whole day under a hedge, and live 
upon the apples he had ſtolen. 

George was a very great hird-nefter, 
as they are called, — took great delight 
in deſtroying the eggs, and torturing the 
young ones. However, he had once like 
to have paid dear for that kind of fport ; 
for having robbed a rook of her young 
ones, while he was torturing them in a 
molt cruel manner, the old one flew full 
in his face, and gave him a peck with her 
bil! juſt over his eye, very narrowly 
m:i!1ngz the eye itſelf, | 

tic got down as faſt he could, and ran 
hone bellowing to poor Pamela, who drefled 
the wound, and took as much care of him as 
if he had been the beſt boy in the world. 
his, George, (ſaid ſhe to him) is a juſt 
puniſhment for your cruelty. If you give 
your mind to act in this naughty and wicked 
manner God will notlove you, andevery body 
will hate you.“ It was a long while before 
the wound got healed, and he ſuffered & 

D great 
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great deal of pain. However, it perfectly 
nickend him from ever after climbing a tree 
after neſts. 

He had one day robbed a neighbour's 
orchard, and had broken oft ſome of the 
young boughs, which was a great injury to 
he trees. Ihe ncighbour complained of 
this to his father, who ſent for him, and 
accuſed him of the bad action; but George 
ſtood it out, that he never was in the garden 
in his life, and conſequently could neither 
have ſtolen his apples, nor broken his 
houghs. However, the farmer brought 
proof poſitive of it, when his father ſaid to 
him, George, had yau confeſſed the fact, 
I might poſhbly haye forgiven you, or 
at leaſt have puniſhed you but ſlightly ; but 
unge I find you have told me a lye, I will 
firſt beat you ſeverely for the miſchief you 
have done in, the orchard, and then beat you 
more ſeverely for the lye you have told me.“ 
So ſaving, he began to thraſh him moſt 
teartily ; and had it not been for poor Pa- 
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mela interfering, it is a doubt whether he 
would not have broken ſome of his bones. 

Of all things in the world, my dear little 
readers, — telling a lye. It is an old and 
a juſt ſaying, Truth may be blamed, but 
nced not be aſhamed.” In the caſe of 
George, had he confeſſed the fact, it is pro- 
bable, his father might have given him mode 
rate correction; but by his ſtanding in a lye, 
he not only brought on himſelf infamy and 
diſgrace, but even double puniſhment. A 
little boy or girl, who once become noticed 
for telling ſtories, will ſoon find themſelves 
hated by all the world, and no one will 
know how to believe them even when they 
ſpeak truth. 

Even pretty Pamela herſelf would ſome- 
times tell ſtories to ſave her brother from 
the correction he deſerved : for ſhe was a 
ſenſible girl, and knew that ſo much beating 
only hardened him in his wickedneſs. How- 
ever, though her motive was certainly good, 
yet to tell a ſtory under any pretence what. 


even is not juſtihable ; for truth is of ſa 
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ſacred a nature, that it ought not to give way 
to any conſiderations, nor be preverted on 
any account, 

One bad action naturally leads on to ano- 
ther, and when a little boy has once learned 
to play truant, tell ſtories, and be guilty of 
other bad actions, they will ſoon learn to be 
guilty of the worſt they can be, that of ſteal . 
ing. Pamela had put me into a little box 
by myſelf, and ſet a great value upon me, 
Her brother nad obſerved this, and determin- 
ed to take the firſt opportunity of ſeizing 
me. | | 

Though Pamela always behaved with the 
greateſt tenderneſs to her brother, yet we 
generally find, that bad children always hate 
thoſe who give them the beſt advice, and fo 
did this unworthy boy hate his dear fiſter, 
and did every thing in his power to torment 
and vex her. He one day obſerved, that 
ſhe had left the draw open in which I was 
kept, and he embraced this opportunity to 
ſeize me, and immediately fold me to a tra- 
velling pedlar for an apple. 

I was 
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I was three years in the ſervice of the 
lovely Pamela, and during that time never 
heard her ſpeak a miſs word, or do a bad 
action. In what manner ſhe acted on find- 
ing ſhe had been robbed of me, I know not; 
but I afterwards heard, that her father, fear- 
ing George would come toa diſgraceful end, | 
ſent him on board of a man of war, in 
which he had his head ſhot off in the firſt 
engagement, See, my pretty readers, what 
are the conſequences of being a naughty 
child, It is a fad thing to have ones head 
ſhot off, but it is worſe to deſerve it. Had 
George been a good boy, he would have 
been kept at home, and no harm probably 
would have happencd to him. 

Ihe pedlar who bought me, ſoon fold me 
again to an ignorant country girl for ſix- 
aar, telling her it was a very valuable piece, 

cauſe that, ſo long as ſhe kept it, ſhe 
would never be without money. The 
girl imagined, that I was poſſeſſed of ſuch 
a charm, that ſhe had only to with for money, 
and then ſhe ſhould have as much as ſhe 
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pleaſed. But I dare ſay my pretty readers 


| know very well what he meant, that while 
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ſhe kept me, ſhe could not be without a penny, 
becauſe ſuch was my value, 

People paſſed ſo many hard jokes upon the 
poor girl for her ſimplicity, that ſhe ſoon 
ſold me again for a penny, and was thus five- 
pence loſer by the bargain. Permit me, my 
3 readers, here to make one obſervation. 

t is a very wrong thing for little Maſters or 
Miſſes to make game of the ignorance of 
poor people, who may not have had the ſame 


advantages of obtaining an education as they 


have enjoyed. Ignorance is only to be 


ſported with when it is accompanied with 
obſtinacy and ill manners. It is not every one 
' Who can afford to buy little books in gilt 


bindings, nor can every one afford to pay a 


ſchool-maſter. It would be much better, 


therefore, to make theſe poor people a pre- 
ſent of proper books, rather than turn them 
into ridicule for what they cannot help. Poor 


Tommy Monk made a very wiſe reply to 


Maſter Thurlow, who joked poor Tommy 


for 
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for not being able to read. Had I been 
bleſſed (ſaid he) with rich parents as your's, 
I ſhould perhaps now have been able to 
laugh at you and at your knowledge.“ 

I afterwards paſſed through a variety of 
hands, ſometimes treated with contempt and 
indifference, and ſometimes highly valued 
and efteemed ; and this laſt was generall 
the caſe when I got into the hands. of a little 
Miſs. The little boys ſeldom kept me long, 
as I was frequently — _— for mar- 
bles or tops; and certain I am, had I been 
lead, I ſhould have been melted into a dump. 

I had now paſſed ſome years without 
meeting with any material accident; but a 
very terrible one was haſtily approaching me. 
I was again fallen into the hands of a very 
naughty boy, who had been ſpoiled in his 
infancy by the over fondneſs of his parents. 
It is a fad thing for parents to indulge their 
children too much, by ſuffering them to be 
their own maſters, and the — of ever 
one elſe in the houſe, ſince the worſt of ills 


D 4 muſt 


—— — 
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| muſt certainly follow ſuch a miſtaken 
conduct. 
Maſter * Headſtrong, the little gen- 


tleman I am ſpeaking of, was permitted to 


 hecter and domineer over the ſervants, and 


even to call them bad names, at which his 


papa and mama, inſtead of correcting him, 


would laugh at what they called his ſpirit and 
8 livelineſs. He was one morning fitting up 
in bed, and grinding a large quantity of 
{ gunpowder in a coffee-mill. The footman 
deſired him to deſiſt from ſo dangerous a pro- 
ceeding, but he bid him go about his 
buſineſs for a fool. The footman did ſo, and 
ina few minutes the mill took fire, burſted, 
killed him, and ſet fire to the curtains, 
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Chapter the Sixth. 


HE curtains burnt ſo furiouſly, that 

they inſtantly ſet hre to the wainſcot, 

and notwithſtanding: all the aſſiſtance that 
could be given the whole houſe was ſoon 
in a flame, as you here ſee. Now = 
reals 
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this was the conſequence of Mr. and Mrs. 


Headſtrong's giving their ſon ſo much 


liberty, and granting him ſo much indulgence. 
Had the footman dared to have taken from 
him the coffee-mill, he would not only have 
ſaved the life of their ſon, but have preſerv- 
ed the houſe alſo from being burnt; for 
burnt it was down to the ground. 

My pretty readers, never meddle with 
gunpowder, for innumerable are the acci 
dents it occaſions. Maſter Wilſon, with 
whom I once lived, was one day making 
ſome ſerpents, when he thought the powder 


was got damp. He accordingly laid it be- 


fore the fire to dry, and as he was ſtooping 
down to look at it, a ſpark flew out of the 
fire, and up went the gunpowder into the 
little boy's face. "Though it luckily happen- 
ed to be no great quantity, yet it fetched all 
the ſkin off his face, and blinded him for 
near a month, 

I think, by this time, my pretty little 
readers will begin to make ſome enquiry 
after what became of their old _ 

ver 
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Silver Penny, amidſt that ſcene of confuſion, 
which ſo dreadfula fire muſt have occaſion- 
ed, 

To be buried alive, to be ſure, is much 
worſe than to be burnt to death: I had ex- 
perienced the former, and had now a taſte of 
the latter. It is the way of the world always 
to conſider the preſent evil as the worſt, 
however light and trifling it may be ; — 
it muſt by every one be confeſſed, that to be 
in the middle of a houſe, ſurrounded on all 
hands by fire, is a matter neither light nor 
trifling. | 

Though Maſter Headftrong was very fond 
of me when TI firſt came into his polieſhon, 
yet he ſoon grew tired of me, and threw me 
into a little ſilver ſnuff-box, in which were 
ſome little gentlemen like myſelf, bearing 
the royal badge of the kings of France, Spain, 
and other kingdoms. Though my vanity 
was highly flattered by being in ſuch noble 
company, yet that by no means leſſened my 
apprehenſions for my alarming ſituation, as 


you may be aſſured, my pretty readers, there 
| could 
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could be no conſolation in being burnt in 
royal company. 

As the flames ſpread, my terror increaſed; 

but, before the fire actually reached me, the 
main beams of the houſe gave way, and 
down I went even to the cellar, and covered 
in the ruins. In my fall, I and my companions 
knocked our royal heads together, and 
would have readily given up all our royalty 
to be ſafe out of the ruins. But there we 
lay covered with an immenſe weight of wood, 
bricks, and ſtone, and though not abſolutely 
burnt, yet almoſt ſuffocated, and nearly melted 
with the heat. 

The French Penny called out to his 
Grand Monarch, and the Spaniard to his 
Mt Catholic Majeſty, to aſſiſt them ; but I, 
who had ſeen a good deal of the world, 
bore my ſuffering patiently, as I well knew 
that neither the king of F rance or Spain, or 
even king George, my noble and glorious 
maſter, could afford us any affiſtance. 

In this melancholy ſituation, uncertain 
whether I ſhould ever again ſee the ty”: 

1x 


ſix tedious months wore away, at the end of 
which we heard the joyful ſound of a pick- 
axe over our heads, and labourers whiſtling 
and ſinging at their work. Though we doubt - 
ed not, Ke that they were bricklayers, 
employed to clear away the rubbiſh, and re- 
build the houſe, yet we had every thing to 
fear from the violence we might receive 
in the courſe of beng dug out. | 

At the end of three days, they approached 
10 near us, that the ſound of the pick-axe 
echoed on all ſides of us, and filled us with 
terror for the injuries we were expoſed to. 
In fact, on the morning of the fourth day, 
down came the point of the pick-axe into the 
box in which welay, when the poor French- 
man was ſhivered to pieces, the Spaniard's 
ſcull fractured, and every one, excepting 
mylelf, was more cr leſs wounded, 

In a moment every thing was ſilent, and 
the ſound of neither pick-axe nor ſhovel was 
to be heard, They picked up the joyful 


prize, and divided it among them, 8 


1 
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had the happineſs gently and unhurt to glide 
into the pocket of one of the labourers. 
What became of my companions, I never 
heard; but as for myſelf, after ſo long and 
terrible a confinement, even a bricklayer's 
pocket appeared ty me as a palace, I 
did not long continue in that pocket; for a 


entleman's ſervant having treated m 
8 8 y 


maſter with a luncheon of cold meat, 


and a pitcher of ale, he made a preſent of 
me in return; and my new maſter directly 

reſented me to his ſweetheart, Dolly the 
n who received me with all the 
civility imaginable, 

Being now once more fafely houſed, and 
my mind perfectly at reft, permit me, my 
pretty little readers, to addreſs you. I doubt 
not but it gives you great pleaſure to ſee 

our poor Silver Penny ſo fortunately re- 
lieved from his confinement. You have 
ſeen with what patience I bore my laſt mis- 
fortune ; for experience had taught me, that 
it is idle to grieve at what we cannot re- 
move; and though, as ſome people ſay, 
| | there 
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there is a pleaſure in complaining, yet I am 
ſure that pleaſure can procure .only pain. 

Surely nothing can be more pleaſing, 
than to ſce a little Miſs or Maſter bear mo- 
mentary pain with courage and fortitude. 

But I will now give you the hiſtory of 
John the footman, and Dolly the houſe- 
maid, who, as I before told you, were ſwect- 
hearts, and, as I ſince find, were afterwards 
married, and lived very happily together, 
Dolly was a very ſweet-tempered girl, and 
withal very nſible, John was a very ſen- 
ſible young fellow, but rather too ambi- 
tious. 

« What a fine thing it is o be rich! (faid 
John to Dolly one day, as they were ſitting 
together.) How pretty it would be to keep a 
coach, to have horſes to drag one where we. 
p.caſed, and to have ſervants to attend us, 
and do juſt as we commanded them. It is a 


pity there ſhould be ſuch an inequality among 


people!“ 
© You talk like a ſimpleton, (replied Dolly.) 
here are not ſuch charms in riches as you 
ſcem to imagine; on the contrary, they of- 
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ten bring with them great cares and anxie- | 


ties. '] hofe who want neither victuals, 
drink, nor cloathing, which I am ſure you 
do not, are inhnitely richer than thoſe who 
have wealth and cannot enjoy it. Wealth 
will buy neither health nor peace of mind. 
As to keeping your coach, God has pleaſed 
to give you legs to walk with, and walking 
is far more wholeſome than riding. A coach 
only produces indolence, and indolence 
brings on the moſt fatal diſorders. As to 
having ſervants to attend you, where would 
you find them, if, according to mo own 
wiſh, mankind was more upon a level!“ 

« But yet, Dolly, (ſaid John) how often 
am 1 obliged to go fatiguing journies with 
my maſter, follow him through all weathers, 
and cven to blackhis ſhoes !” 

True, (replied Dolly) you go many 
fatiguing journies, but does not your maſter 
do the fame ? you follow him through- all 
weathers ; but you are properly clothed, 
and as well fed. As to blacking your maſ- 
ter's {hocs, what is there in that? 
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„There are many people, who ride in 
magnificent carriages, and yet are little bet- 
ter than ſhoe-blacks to miniſters of ſtate, 
As the proverb ſays, * all is not gold that 
glitters, and thoſe high and exalted ſtations, 
which people are ſo apt to envy, are in re- 
ality often more deſerving of our pity. There 
is no life more eaſy and comfortable than a 
wile ſervant in a good place : they eat and 
irink as well as their maſters, and have 
nothing to diſturb their reſt ; while their 
maſters, perhaps, are a prey to a thouſand 
inquietudes, and are filled with a thouſand 
fears and apprehenſions, ariſing either from 
ambition, imaginary or real evils.” 

« But, Dolly, (ſaid John) a rich man can 
go where he pleaſes, and partake of number- 
leſs recreations to paſs away his time cacar- 
fully!“ 

« Still you are wrong, (replied Dolly) 1 
have heard you often fay, that too much of 
one thing is good for nothing. If you en- 
quire in what manner ſome rich people em 
ploy their time, you would not envy their 

L enjoyments. 
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enjoyments. For variety ſake, they turn 
night into day, and a ſucceſſive round of the 
ſame thing tires and nauſeates. Their ſtud 
may be ſaid to be, rather how they ſhall p 
away time, than how they ſhall enjoy it. 
You well know, that the moſt ſumptuous 
houſes, and the moſt beautiful proſpects, 
ceaſe to attract our notice as ſoon as we are 
grown familiar to them.” —Here the bell 
rung, and John was obliged to go to his 
JAITET, 
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rw how 3 John 2 
were talking together before the be 
rung; but that diſturbed them, and —— 
were obliged to defer their converſation till 
another opportunity. However, as I fell in- 


to other hands before they had any other — 


ticular imet view, 
that, 


12 lay nothi 
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Dolly's young miſtreſs, who was brought 
up at a boarding- ſchool, coming home in 
the holidays, Dolly made a preſent of me to 
Miſs ; and I cannot deny, that my vanity 
was more flattered by being in the poſſeſſion 
of the young miſtreſs, than by being dangled 
about in the pocket of the maid, I his 
pretty Miſs was named Caroline, and ſhe 
had a little brother named Benjamin. | 

Miſs Caroline, though, upon the whole, a 
very good girl, had nevertheleſs ſome ſparks 
of pride about her, and was apt to be paſ- P 
ſionate, and ſometimes very obſtinate. 1 
Maſter Benjamin, on the other hand, was 
every thing that was affable and good- natu- 
red; was as compla iſant to the ſervants as 
he was to his parents, and was always ready 


. 


But it muſt be obſerved, that Maſter 
Benjamin was brought up at home, Which! 
Miſs Caroline was not; and it oſten happens, 
that children educated from home imbibe 
notions very different to what their parents 
would wiſh them to have, and indeed very 
contrary to what they ought to have, | 
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Notwithſtanding the young miſtreſs and 
maid were upon very good terms, yet 
Dolly having by ſome means offended Miſs, 
ſhe gave Dolly a flap on the face. The 
maid did not like this treatment, and com- 
plained of it to Miſs Caroline's mama, who 
was very angry, and ſent for Miſs Caroline. 


Miſs knew on what account ſhe was ſcat | 


for, and at firſt refuſed to go: but her bro- 
ther Benjamin, by his tears and entreatics, 
prevailed on her to obey her mama's ſum - 
mons, Dolly now began to be ſorry that 
ſhe had taken any notice of the affront, but 
it was too late, | 

As ſoon as Miſs Caroline had approached 
her mama, which ſhe did rather in a ſullen 
manner, her mama thus addreſſed her: “ I 
am ſorry to hear, Caroline, that ſo ſoon after 
your coming home, you ſhould tarniſh 
pou good manners, by preſuming to give 

olly a flap on the face. Had ſhe done any 
thing juſtiy to offend you, you ſhould have in- 
formed me of it, and I would have ſupported 
your conduct. Though you are a Miſs, and 
the but a ſervant, yet remember, that it is 
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chance only that has made that difference 
between you, and that in the courſe of much 


leis chan an hundred years, you will both be 


upon a level. I fee pride is the cauſe of 


it, and it is the duty of every good parent to 
conquer the firſt ſparks of pride in their chil- 
dren. TI inſiſt, therefore, upon your aſking 
=  Dolly's pardon for the affront you gave her, 


and do not fee my face again till you have 
done it.“ | 

& Indeed, mama, (faid Caroline, ) I can- 
not think of aſking a ſervant maid's pardon : 


i | I never do fo at ſchool, I will give her all 
= the apples and cakes I have, and even all 


— money; but I beg you will excuſe my 
aſking her pardon,” 
« | inſiſt ( ſaid the lady) on my commands 
being punctually obeyed. Be gone this mo- 
ment into your own room, and there 
ſhall ſtay, without the leaſt refreſhment till 

our proud ſtomach comes down, for I will 
bo oherad.* | 

Poor Caroline curtſied, and retired, 

while her drother, with tears in his 2 
t 
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took hold of her little hand, and followed 


her into baniſhment. He was a ſweet boy, 
and loved his ſiſter tenderly ; but he did not 


So en 


attempt to juſtify his ſiſter in what ſhe had 


done, becauſe he knew it was wrong. 


Dolly was now exceedingly vexed, that | 
ſhe had made any complaint about the mat- 


ter, and went in to her lady, when ſhe offered 


to go down upon her knees, if ſhe would but 
forgive Miſs Caroline.“ Dolly, (ſaid the 


lady to her) after Caroline ſtruck you in the | 
face, I ſhould have been very angry with you, | 
had you ſtruck her again; but I am much | 
obliged to you for coming to tell me of it. 


What I impoſe upon her as a puniſhment is 
neither heavy nor grievous; for having of- 


fended you, the leaſt ſhe can do is to aſk | 
After having reſolved that 


your pardon. 

ſuch ſhall be the caſe, it would have a very 
bad effe& were I to give up the point. In 
puniſhing her pride in this firſt inſtance, I 
ſhall fave myſelf much care and uneaſineſs 
hereafter, as I dare ſay ſhe will afterwards 
never be guilty of the like again. You will 


E 4 therefore 
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therefore retire, and leave me to ſettle this 
buſineſs.“ | | 

In the mean.time, poor Benjamin was do- 
ing every thing he could to perſuade his ſiſ- 
ter to ſubnit. My ſweet pretty Caroline, 

ou know, (laid he) that it is to no purpoſe to 
= obſtinate ; for mama will be obeyed, As 
you muſt ſubmit at Jait, it will be more cre- 
dit for you to do it as ſoon as poſſible. No- 
thing is to be gotten by obſtinacy, and I 
ſhould be ſorry to have my dear ſiſter con- 
ſidered as an obſtinate girl.“ 

Miſs was not, however, to be perſuaded, 
and ſhe ſaid ſhe would never be ſo mean as 
to alk a ſervant's pardon. She ſaid ſhe was 
ſenſible ſhe had been guilty of a rude action; 
but then the puniſhinent the thought too 
ſevere. 

Matters went on in this manner till din- 
ner time, hen a fine plateſul of roaſt fowl, 
and another of gooſeberry pie, were ſent upfor 
Benjamin's dinner, with {t1i&t orders, that 
Miſs Caroline ſhould have none of it. Her 
brother, however, deſired ſhe would eat 

part 
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part of it, which ſhe - refuſed, "ſaying, 
« Mama has ordered that I ſhall have 
none of it, and why ſhould I wiſh you to in- 
cur her diſpleaſure by diſobeying her? It is 
enough for one of us to ſuffer that unhappi- 
neſs. Eat heartily, my dear brother, and 
mcuhgood may it do you. It will ſatisfy me 
to ſee you eat.“ 2 

« No, (ſaid Benjamin) if you wil not eat, 
neither will . e will ſtarve together, 
You through obſtinacy, and I through love 
for my ſiſter. But | know not what the 
world will ſay of us after we ſhall both be 
dead and buried.“ | 

It was too much for Caroline to think of 
ſtarving her dear brother to death; for they 
loved each other very tenderly. She flew 
to her. brother, threw her arms about his 
neck, and cried moſt terribly. © Go, (ſaid 
the) my dear Benny, and tell my dear ma- 
ma, that I will do whatever ſhe pleaſes ; I 
will even aſk Dolly's pardon on my knees, 
if ſhe requires it!“ We 

benjamin went immediately to acquaint 


his 
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his mama with his ſiſter's repentance, when 
all parties were had up into the dining- 
and Miſs Caroline very humbly aſked pardon 
of Dolly for the offence ſhe had given her. 
Dolly, as I before told you, was a very ſenſible 
pirl, and ſeemed very uneaſy that Miſs 
-aroline ſhould be reduced to ſuch a ſitua- 
tion, 
As ſoon as Dolly was gone, the lady 
kiſſed her pretty daughter, and thus ſpoke 
to her. My dear Caroline, I now heartily 
forgive you, and I ſhall never tell you of it 
hereafter ; but J could have wiſhed, that you 
had made this confeflion at firſt, Obſtinacy 
is a terrible thing, and often does a perſon a 
great deal of miſchief, You may be affured, 
that it is the duty of every good parcnt to 
enforce obedience to their commands; 
ſuch people can have very little regard for 
their children, who ſuffer them to have too 
much their own way, fince, in the end, it 
not only makes ſuch children unhappy, but 
often covers the grey heads of their parents 
with ſorrow, After what has paſſed between 
us 
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us this day, I think, or at leaſt hope, that 
nothing more of the ſort will ever happen 
again,” 

Miſs Caroline promiſed that ſhe would in 
future be a very good girl, and Mafter Ben- 
jamin offered to be ſecurity for her good be- 
haviour, All matters were now quite made 
up, and theſe pretty little creatures being 
both very hungry, they ſate down to the 
gooſeberry pie, and made a fine hole in 
It 


I continued in this pretty Miſs's purſe du- 
ring the greater part of the holidays, till one 
day, walking out with her brother, they met 
apoor country girl, whoſe parents had been 
dead ſome time, and ſhe was reduced to the 
neceſſity of going into the fields to weed, in 


order to obtain a ſcanty ſupport ; for ſhe _ 


was one of thoſe good girls, that would ra- 
ther do any thing that was honeſt, than be 
troubleſome to a pariſh. 

Mafter Benjamin fadly lamented, that he 
had not even a ſingle halfpenny in his pock- 
et, and pretty Caroline, having nothing but 

your 
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your humble ſervant, Mr. Silyer Penny, in 
her pocket, ſhe gave me to the poor girl, 
though ſhe would not have parted with me, 


without much regret, on any other occaſion, 


She likewiſe fent her home to her mama's, 
where ſhe got plenty of proviſions, till ſhe 
was better provided for. 

I ſhould certamly have felt ſome uneaſi- 
neſs in leaving the ſweet and amiable Miſs 
Caroline, to fall into the hands of a poor 
girl, had not my preſent little ragged mi- 
ſtreſs been an object of real charity. Her 
fate was lamentable, and as her hiſtory has 
in it ſomething remarkable, and may wet. of 
uſe to my pretty little readers, I * begin 
wat next chapter with it, 


| Chapter 
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Chapter the E ighth. 


HE pretty but unfortunate Florella, 
whole picture you here ſee, was the 

only child of a wealthy farmer, who died 
ſoon after poor Florella was born, and his 
wife did not ſurvive him above a twelve- 
month. What a terrible thing it muſt be to 
loſe our parents at ſo tender an age] How» 
ever careful guardians may be of the little 
| ones 
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ones entruſted to their care, ſtill there is 
nothing like a father or a mother, 
Florella's father, at his death, had taken 
every precaution a good man could, in or- 
der to ſecure every thing properly to his 
wife and infant daughter. He appointed a 
very worthy gentleman his executor, and 
Florella's mother at her death coufirmed 
her huſband's choice, by leaving her daugh- 
ter entirely to the care of this gentieman. 
Florella, who was as yet too young to be 
ſenſible of her loſs, was taken home to this 
gentleman's houſe, where ſhe was tfeated as 
one of his own children. As the intereſt of 
my little Miſtreſs's fortune would but barely 
pay for. her board, clothes, and education, 
this good gentleman managed every thing 
in the moſt frugal manner; and, 45 Flordlls 
grew up, he obliged her to attend to little 
matters in the domeſtic line, He uſed to 
ſay, that let children have what fortune they 
will in expeCtation, they ought to bs 
brought up in ſuch a manner, that they may 
know how to Hive without it. 1 
ow 
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How uncertain is human life ! This 
gentleman, unhappily for Florela, died 
when ſhe was but ſix years of age; but he 
had taken care, as he thought, while on his 
death-bed, to place both her and her fortune 
in ſuch hands as would take care of them, 
Florella tenderly loved this gentleman, and 
cried bitterly at his death ; for he had been 
to her both father and mother, 

Her new guardian turned out to be a man 
of a gay turn of mind, and thought that 
Florella's fortune entitled her to a boarding- 
ſchool education. She was accafdingly dreſ- 
fed up properly, and ſent to one of thoſe 
s where the art of adorning the perſon, 
of learning to walk in the moſt graceful and 
majeſtic manner, and other ſuch ſuperficia} 
accompliſhments, are more attended to than 
the principles of a proper and ſound educa · 
tion. 

Florella's grief for the loſs of her old 
guardian every day diminiſhed, on perceiv- 
ing in what a different manner ſhe was 
treated by her new one. She thought. _ 
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had been uſed ill, in being kept ſo long em- 
ployed in knitting and ſpinning, which ſhe 
now conſidered as employments beneath her. 
You ſee, my pretty readers, how ealily 
price creeps into the youthful heart, and 
chokes thoſe ſeeds of prudence and induſtry, 
which our parents or friends have perhaps 
been taking the greateſt care to cultivate 
and improve ! Pride is the forerunner of 
every miſchief, of every evil, and of every 
calamity, we are expoſed to in this life. 
Florella, however, was a good girl at 
heart: ſhe was of a tweet and amiable tem- 
per, and was beloved by every one in the 
ſchool. She attended more to her books 


than moſt of the others did, and ſeemed ex- 


ceedingly fond of her needle ; ; ſhe. danced 
admirably, and played on her ſpinnet prettily. 
It was often a moſt cutting circumſtance to 


poor Florella, to ſee the parents and friends 


of the other ſcholars come to careſs them, 
and bring them preſents, while ſhe, poor 
girl, had neither father nor mother, brother 
nor ſiſter. | 

I could 
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I could wiſh, my pretty readers, to leave 
my dear Florella in this ſituation, even fur-- 
rounded, as ſhe ſometimes was, with theſe 
melancholy and gloomy reflections ; but, 
alas ! there is a dreadful tale to follow, and 
I have undertaken the fad taſk to relate it. 
Let me firſt ſtop a while, and eaſe my heart 
with a tear. 

Matters went on in this manner till ſhe 
reached the age of twelve years. The hoe 
lidays approached, and Florella ſet off to paſs 
the receſs at the houſe of her guardian. On 
her arrival there, ſhe found the houſe ſhut 
up ; and upon enquiring the cauſe was told, 
that her guardian, having ſquandered away 
all his fortune, was run away in debt. 
What 2A terrible ſituation for a girl th 
brought up! What was ſhe. to do, an 
where was ſhe to go? She could not expect 
to be again received at the ſchool, as large 
arrears were due there, and ſhe had nohome 
where ſhe then was. She ſwooned, and 
fell motionleſs to the ground. 


As ſoon as ſhe TW ſhe 


found 


82 ADVENTURES oy A 


found herſelf in the cottage of a poor day- 
labouring man, who earned a ſcanty main 
tenance by working in the fields, "The 
poor woman found her in a ſtate of inſen- 
ſibilty, and had prevailed on her huſtand to 
carry her and her bundle to their houſe, 
'Thee poor but good people did every thing 
in their power to appeaſe the tempeſt in her 
heart ; but ſhe cemained for ſome days in a 
ſtate nearly bordering on 'inſenſibility. - 
However, time, and a ſenſe of her ſitua- 
ation, brought her to herſelf, when ſhe ſoon 
became ſenſible, that ſome reſolution muſt 
be ſpeedily taken. Long was the ſtruggle 
between pride and neceflity ! but ſhe at. laſt 
determined, to fell the boarding- ſchool 
clothes ſhe then had on, buy a meaner ap- 
parel, and, in that diſguiſe, ſeek her liveli- 
hood by. working in the fields with her poor 
friend and his wife. 1. 
Think, my dear pretty readers, what 
muſt have been the feelings of ſo ſwee t and 
amiable a girl. One day, the fine lady of a 
boarding-ichool, enjoying all the * 
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and the comforts of life, and feeding on the 
choicelt proviſions ; the next day a wanderer 
in the ficlds, expoſed to the inclemency of 
the elements, and living on the coarſeſt food 
Remember, my dear little readers, the fate 
of Florella! Exult not in the hour of 
proſperity, leſt that of adverſity ſhould be 
near at hand, and ſhut not your little hearts 


againſt the tendereſt feelings for the wretchad | 


and unfortunate. 
The poor labourer and his wife wiſely 
concluded between themſelves, that Florella 


would never be able to endure the fatigue | 


of working in the fields, and therefore con- 
cluded, that it would be better to employ 
her at home in knitting and ſpinning, by 
which ſhe would be able to earn nearly as 
much. This was accordingly put in practice, 
and Florella ſoon reconciled herſelf to her 
new employment, and to live on butter-milk 
and potatoes, ſeldom knowing what the taſte 
of meat was. : 
In this manner ſhe lived with theſe peo- 
ple till ſhe was — years of age, when 
| + ” 
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the man and his wife both dying of a fever, 
ſhe was again expoſed to the wide world, and 
was aQually obliged to weed in the fields far 
her ſupport. But ſhe had not followed this 
| employment a month, when ſhe fell into the 
hands of Miſs Caroline and Maſter Benja+ 
min, as I have before related. 
| When ſhe got to Lady Senſible's houſe, 
} Miſs Caroline introduced her to her mama, 
and recommended her to her kindneſs. 
| Senfible, ſeeing ſomewhat in her carriage 


and behaviour that indicated ſomething above 


her preſent appearance, deſired to know her 
| hiſtory, which ſhe told in nearly the fame 
words I have here given. | 
| Miſs Caroline and Benjamin cried at hear- 
ing Florella's hiſtory, and Lady Senfible 
could hardly refrain from tears. This good 
lady immediately ordered plain but neat 
clothes for this poor girl, whom ſhe after- 
wards kept in her houſe, and employed in 
working at her needle. Florella was a grate- 
ful girl; for ſhe would often take me out of 


ker purſe, and kiſs me for the good * 
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had been to her, always declaring, that ſhe 
would never part with me while ſhe lived. 
Thus — and dy li 
dear Florella with Lady 
very _ which ſhe was nineteen years of | 
age. On that day, as ſhe was fitting work- | 
ing at the window, ſhe ſaw a poſt-chaiſe if 
and four drive up to the door with great 
ſpeed, and heard a gentleman — dreſſed 
enquire for Florella ; but how ſhall I expreſs if 
this ſweet girl's aſtoniſhment, when, on | 
leaning out of the window, ſhe ſaw the face 
of her tugitive guardian 4 
To be ſhort, her guardian having run 

through all his fortune here, was obliged to 
go to the Eaſt-Indies, where, in a few 
ops he acquired a princely fortune, On 
is return to England, his firſt ſearch was 
after the injured Florella, whom he did not 
find till after three weeks enquiry, He 
brought with him his only ſon, who was 
about the age of my pretty miſtreſs. The 
conſequence was, that the pretty Florella 
and this young gentleman made a match of 


it, and both were happy with each qther, 
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l think I now ſee a pleaſing ſmile on the 
countenances of every one of my ſweet 
| pretty readers, who are happy to find, that 


the ſufferings of my poor Florella at laſt ter- 
minated in ſo happy a manner. 


Chapter 
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Chapter the Ninth. 


ITHIN that poſt-chaiſe and four, 

my pretty readers, fits my dear Flo- 

rella, with me ſuugly in her purſe, By her 
ſide ſits her intended huſband, and oppoſite 
to them her late guardian and now intended 


father-in-law. They will be ſoon followed 


by another carriage, in waich are Lad 
Senſible, and her two iweet-children, Mits 
F 4 Caroline 


— — — 
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| Caroline and Maſter Benjamin. It is no 
wonder that they drive ſo faſt, fince they 
] * to the church to be married. 
; ell, married they were, and never was 
a more happy and mirthful wedding. The 
village bells practaimed joy to a great diſ- 
tance, and Ea fwains danced on 
the green to the ſound of the tabor and the 
pipe. Health and happineſs to the bride and 
the bridegro6r was the tvaſt of the day, and 
the virtues of the lovely Florella were echoed 
| from every quarter, | 
Nothing diſturbed the generous boſom of 
my pretty miſtrefs,” but that diſagreeable re · 
collection, that her kind friends, the labourer 
and his wife, who had been ſo good to her, 
were not now living to partake of her felici- 
. However, as there were two of their 
children in the workhouſe, ſhe went there 
and fetched them herſelf. She brought 


| them up in the moſt decent manner, and 


had the happineſs to live to ſee them both 
well jettled in the world. One of them, a 
boy, in time became a capital merchant ne 
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and the other, a girl, became miſtreſs of a 
reputable boarding-ſchool. 

As to my generous miſtreſs, ſhe paſſed her 
days happily, and was bleſſed with three fine 
children, whom fhe educated upon princi- 
ples ſhe had ht by experience. She 
died at the good e of eighty-five, and 
as ſhe lived beloved, ſo ſhe died univerſally 
lamented. 

I told ”_= before, my pretty readers, 


that Florella promiſed never to part with me 


while ſhe lived. She kept her word, and 
even at her death requeſted her eldeſt daughter 
to be equally careful of me. She likewiſe 
performed her promiſe, and thus.I continu- 
ed in this amiable family till not one of them 
remained, being a ſpace of about one hun- 
dred and fifty years. 


Now, my pretty readers, after having 


lived an hundred and fifty years in one fa- 
mily, you will naturally ſuppoſe I muſt have 
ſome knowledge of the world, and I may as 
naturally ſuppoſe, that my advice will have 


ſome influence over you. If you wiſh to be 


U 
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as happy as Florella at laſt was, you muſt 
imitate that lovely girl. You muſt be con- 
tented in whatever ſtation it ſhall pleaſe God 
to place you: if it be a pleaſing one, be 
thankful for it; but if your lot be hard, 
ſubmit. to it with patience, without repining, 
and make uſe of induſtry, and every other 
lawful means, to better your condition, 
There are few difficulties in this world, but 
what muſt ſubmit, in length of time, to un- 
wearied diligence and application, Never 
be forgetful of this ſaying of a wiſe man, 
that continual drippings wear holes in a ſtone, 
not by their weight, but by often falling. 


lived in this family, not the leaſt accident 
had happened to me. My habitation was 
an elegant ſilver ſnuff-box, and I conſtantly 

lay upon fine cotten, I was ſometimes ta- 
| ken out to be looked at; but this was a fa- 
vour granted only to particular viſitors, and 
even then the parties were admonithed to be 
careful how they handled me, leſt they 

| ſhould do the leaſt injury to the dear Silver 
Penny. 


During the one hundred and fifty years 1 
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As ſoon as the laſt of this kind family ex- 
pired, I began to be alarmed for my future 
condition ; for having ſeen ſo much of the 
world, I well knew that no change could 
be for the better. The treatment I had re- 
ceived in the Florella family was not even 
to be expected in another ; and, indeed, 
the time was now haſtily approaching, in 
which I was to be expoſed to new and great 
calamities, and ſuch as had like to put an 
end to my exiſtence. 

The breath was hardly out of my laſt 
poſſeſſor's body, when the perſon, to whom 
every thing was left, began a general ſearch, 
in order to ſee what was the nature of his 
new acquiſitions. On taking up the box in 
which I lay, and on opening it, finding only 
a Silver Penny depoſited in that nice man- 
ner, he took me up, looked at me, then 
threw away my downy bed, put the ſnuff- 
box into his pocket, and tumbled me head- 
long into a canvas bag, in which were a 
large number of ſilver coins. I 
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had no reaſon to be aſhamed of my company, 
yet I did not like the rude manner in which 
1 was introduced among them. 

It was not long after, before I was ex- 
poſed to another indignity. I and my com- 

pions in the bag were all tumbled out 
— upon a table, when we were ex- 
niet a vaſt number of people preſent, 
the — company I ever ſaw. I ſoon learned 
that we were 5 to be fold by auction, 
as were all the effects of my deceaſed owner. 
What, thought I to myſelf, thall royalty be 
knocked down by a hammer? However, as 
I found Alexander, Cæſat, Otho, and ma- 
ny other great men of the ancient eaſtern 
world, were to undergo the ſame fate, that 
conſideration, in ſome meaſure, made me 
ſubmit the more readily. 
At all theſe auctions, and indeed at all 
other public meetings, there are people who 
go there to come at things in a very cheap 
manner, that is, by picking people's pockets, 
As foon as I, and the reſt of my compant- 
ons, were fold, a nimble-fingered gentle- 
man 
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man had caſt his eye on us, and was de- 
termined, if paſſihle, to get us at a much 
cheaper rate than what we had bcen fold 
for. 

I 2 how he nou 2 —— 

reat a weight as was, 
without — detected; but, by ſome 
means or other, he gat us into his poſſeſſion, 
and made off undiſcovered. It is a fad 
thing, my pretty readers, that peaple can- 
not carry any thing of value in their pockets, 
without running the hazard of having it 
ſtolen from them, by theſe people who make 4 
regular trade of it. 1 

Though I thought my dignity much hurt 
on finding myſelf in the a thief, yet 
I conſoled myſelf by well knowing that I 
ſhould not long remain there; but little did 
I. think of being ſo near my deſtruction, as I 
had afterwards reaſon to think I was, 

The thief carried us, bag and all, to g 
filthy ſtinking hole, called Duke's Place, and 
there entered a houſe, exactly ſuitable tothe 
place in which it was ſituated. — 

de 
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after being conducted through ſome trap- 
doors and ſecret ways, at laſt got into a 
large workſhop, in which was a very hot 
furnace; and, from what paſſed between 
the thief, and a black-looking man, who 
called himſelf an honeſt Jew, 1 underſtood, 
that I and my companions were all to be 
put into a crucible, then put into the fire, 
and there remain till we were melted into 
one ſolid lump of ſilver. 
Judge, my pretty little readers, what 
muſt be my feeling, when the thief put his 
hand into the bag, and taking out as many 
of my companions as his hand would graſp, he 
| threw them into the red-hot crucible, where 
| they were all ſoon melted! “ Alas! (ex- 
claimed I in the agonies of my feelings) am 
I thus to loſe my royalty, in a moment, 
for ever! After having eſcaped ſo many 
dangers, am I at laſt to periſh in this miſe- 
rable manner ! I but lately thought it in- 
lorious to be mixed with other coin in the 
ame bag ; but now, after being melted, I 
ſhall be mcorporated with the baſeſt _— * 
pos 8 
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I had ſcarcely finiſhed theſe tremendous 
reflections, when the thief's hand again en- 
tered the bag, and graſped every piece that 
remained. Luckily tor me, his hand being 
very full, and I the ſmalleſt of all the pieces, 
in carrying his hand to the crucible, I ſlipped 
through his finger, and thus I became the 
ouly ſurvivor of all my numerous company. 

As the floor was neither boarded nor pa- 
ved, but conſiſted of only looſe earth and fand, 
] was not heard in my fall; but the fharp 


and keen eye of the honeſt Jew could not be 


eſcaped : as ſoon as he ſaw me fall, he 
muffled round till he got near me, and then, 
without the thief's perceiving him, with his 
foot he kicked a litttle duſt over me, and 
thereby ſecurely hid me from his fight. 

By this time, all my late unfortunate | | 
companions were completely ſtripped of 
their royalty, being all melted into one com- 
mon maſs of ſilver. This was ſoon run 
into one ingot or ſquare piece, which the 
honeſt Jew weighed, and having patd the 
thick about one fourth of its value, the latter 

went 


g 
96 ADVENTURES or 4 


went away very well ſatisfied with his booty, 
leaving the honeſt Jew no leſs pleaſed than 
himſelf. | 

Though I thus lay ignominiouſly covered 
with duſt, yet I wha not but be thankfull 
for my miraculous eſcape, ſeeing what had 
deen the fate of all my companions: How- 
ever, I was as yet far from being out of 
danger, having every thing to fear from the 
umelenting hand, into which I ſhould ſoon 
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Chapter the Tenth, 


N N — 


Mi little readers will recollect, 
that in the laſt chapter I was left, 
not in a ſilver ſnuff- box, repoſing on fine 
cotton, but covered with duſt, and trampled 
under foot. Such is the fate of this world, 
one day to fill the higheſt ſtations, the next 
day to loſs them, _ be humbled _ 4 
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duſt. However, I bore this misfortune 
with patience”; and fhould either of m 
little Maſters break a peg=top, or lofe 
a favourite kite, they ſhould bear it with 
the ſame reſignation and compoſure, 

But to proceed: the thief was no ſooner 
gone, than the honeſt Jew ſcrambled among 
the dirt and duſt, and ſoon found me. Look 
at the picture, and fee how attentively he is 


' examining every part of me. 


Whiſe.he' was thus attentively ſurveying 


1 me, in came his little ſon, Maſter Abraham 


Moſes Waac Jacobs, who was a pretty 
little Iſraelite, and poſſeſſed all the virtues 
of his father. He begged me of him, which 
was readily granted, upon condition that he 
would never ſell me for leſs than double my 
value. I was much pleaſed at hearing 


| theſe words, as I then thought myſelf ſecure 


from all danger of the red-hot cxugible. 
Thus it is in human life, we prefer any con- 
dition, however hard it may be, to the ap- 
proach of death. The misfortunes of life 


mind 


contribute to ſoften our pride, and to re- 
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mind us, that we muſt look forward for com- 
plete happineſs only in a life hereafter. 

The Iſraelite, in whoſe hands I had now 
fallen, was one of thoſe children who are to- 
tally ſpoiled by imprudent indulgencies. He 
was miſchievous and cruel, and was highly 
delighted with himſelf when ever he could 
cheat or over-reach a play-fellow. I ſhall 
give my readers ſome account of his pranks | 
and exploits, not for their imitation, but in 
order to induce them to deſpiſe ſuch wicked 
actions, | 
As ſoon as he could walk alone, the firſt 
thing he took delight in, was to pin poor flies | 
either to the chairs or the wainſcot, and then 
jump and caper about, to ſee how the flies 
ſpun, as he called it, occaſioned by having 
the pin run through the middle of their bo- 
dies. How would any little boy like to be 
ſerved fo himſelf ?- and theſe flies have un- 
doubtedly a degree of feeling proportionably 
with ourſelves. 

As he grew up, he extended his cruelty |} 
to what are commonly called cockchafe s. 

G2 throug}. | 
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through whoſe tail he would run a crooked 


pin, with a piece of thread faſtened to the 


| end of it, and then whirling it round in a. 


circle, make it put its wings into that ſtate 


of motion, which gave him the higheſt. 


delight. He either did not, or would not 
conſider, that the agitations of his wings 
aroſe from the convullive pains he felt, and 


| the humming he made was his death ſong, - 
There was no ſuch thing as keeping a cat 
in the houſe where he lived, as he conſtant- 
ly found ſome cruel method or other to put 


an end to their lives, by way of paſtime, as 
he called it. He would ſometimes take one 
of theſe poor creatures, and tie a bladder to 


| each foot, then take them as nearly as he 


could to the top of a ſteeple, and then throw 
it off, when the bladders would ſupport the 


poor creature along time, before it came to 


v 4 tiny — — wum te 


the ground. However, the laſt time he 
attempted this kind of ſport, the poor cat, 


as he was endeavouring to throw it off, 
caught hold of his hand with one of her claws, 
and tore him in a dreadful manner, Thi 


had 
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had like to have coſt him the loſs of his hand; 
yet this did not put a ſtop to his cruelty : || 
for though he was afterwards afraid again to 
meddle with cats, he nevertheleſs exerciſed | 
his cruelty on animals leſs capable of reſent- 
ing their own injuries, or of oppoſing their | 
ſtrength to his. | 
His next attack was againſt the poor || 
mice, which he caught in a trap, then tied 
a ſtring to their tails, and in that manner | 
expoſed them to be tortured by either cats | 
or dogs. The trembling of the poor little || 
animal ſerved to increaſe bis pleaſure, and the 
longer it was kept in its Dab. the greater 
was his ſport. I have ſeen many a little 
maſter, who was otherwiſe a very good 
child, amuſe himfelf with this kind of cruel- 
ty; but | hope this proceeded rather from | 
want of reflection, than from cruelty natu- 


ral to their little hearts. Thoſe who give 
way to theſe cruelties in their childhood, 
will, as they grow up, gradually loſe every | 
tender feeling; and when they have once 
acquired that ſtate, they will ſoon become 
little better than brutes, 


1 
, 
, 
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He alſo caught rats in a trap, then rubbed 


them over with turpentine, and ſet fire to 
them, when the poor creatures ran about all 


| over fire till they dropped down dead. At 


- 
— — 


| | other times he would confine them to a par- 


ticular ſpot, put a quantity of gunpowder 
under them, and thep blow them up. By 
this laſt piece of cruelty, however, he once 
8 eſcaped _ his ſight ; but his 


face ſuffered very conſiderably, and he for 


ſome days juſtly endured great pain. 
If he ſaw a poor old beggar, or any little 
defenceleſs boy, paſs by him, as ſoon as he 


got at a little diſtance from them, he would 
begin pelting them with ſtones ; but as his 


diſpoſition was as cowardly as it was cruel, 
he took care never to meddle with any one 
who was in the leaſt degree a match for 
him. One day, however, he began throw- 


ing ſtones at a poor little boy, who had faid- - 


nothing to him ; but a ſtout youth coming 
that way by accident, and finding what had 
alled, he gave Maſter Abraham Moſes 


Fan Jacobs a very ſevere drubbing, w_ 


had more effect on him than all the wap | 


| 
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in the world; for from that time he left 
pelting any one with ſtones. 

If he ited in this cruel and wicked man- 
ner to every thing and every body, over 
whom he had no right of power, and with 
whom he had no connection, it may reaſon» 
ably be ſuppoſed he was an invincible tyrant} 
over the ſervants, who had the misfortune 
to live under the ſame roof with him. 1 

The footman having one day given him 
an anſwer that did not pleaſe him, he fpit in] 
his face, and kicked him on the thins. * Maſter} 
Jacobs, (ſaid the footman) I do not under- 
ſtand this kind of treatment. You, to be 
ſure, will be a rich man when you grow up, 
and I ſhall always be a poor man ; but it is 
not riches that conſtitute the gentleman. 
Goodneſs of heart, generoſity of temper, 
affability and common civility to every one, 
are the only compoſitions to make a gentle- 
man. So long as you continue to act as you 
do, and I behave in a different manner, 
ſhall, though only a footman, be more ch 
gentleman than you are,” 


= 


1 
j 


.- 
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This remark, inſteag of making him ſen- 


 fible of his error, only irritated him the more, 


and threw him into a moſt violent paſſion: 
he flew at the footman, and endeavoured to 
kick his ſhins, and tread on his toes; but 
the footman not only revented him from ſo 
coing, but took him by the ſhoulders, and 
ſhook him moſt heartily, | 
Maſter Jacobs, finding he was not able 
to vent his rage on the footman, quitted him, 
and ran þellowing into the parlour, where 
he made up his own tale, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jacobs, without calling in the footman to 
make hjs own defence, inſtantly diſcharged 
him. Though I would not with Maſters to 


de always along with the ſeryants, nor in- 
| deed do the ſeryants wiſh they ſhould, yet I 
Would adviſe them to behave in ſuch a good- 
natured manner as may create both love and 
| yeneration, 


It would be endleſs to attempt to enume- 
rate all the wicked actions of this bad boys 
who, as he grew up, grew worle and worſe, 
His parents both dying when he yas about 

twenty 


PCC — — 


| 
| 
| 
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twenty-two years of age, he became maſter 
of a very lucrative trade, beſides a large for- 
tune in the public funds ; but he had not a 
heart to enjoy the comforts of life. He liv- 
edina miſerable manner, ſtarving both him» 
ſelf and his family, 

As his riches encreaſed, ſo his love of 


money — ſtronger, and he ſtuck at no 


action, however unjuſt or illegal, that could 
add to his wealth. At laſt he carried the 
matter too far ; for being taken up, tried, 
and convicted of receiving ſtolen goods, he 
was ſentenced to fourteen years tranſporta- 
tion, and all his fortune ſeized upon by the 
ſheriff, What became of him afterwards, I 
know not, as I was removed from his ſervice 
into that of the ſheriff, 

Thus you ſee, my pretty little readers, 
that a naughty boy makes a wicked and un- 
fortunate man. No one is wicked all at 
once ; for they learn it by degrees. Parents, 
therefore, ſhould be very cautious to teach 


their children to be good while they are little, 


and where fair means will not do, other 
means 
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means ſhould be tried ; the twig ſhould be 
bent while it is young, ſince it will be in 
vain to attempt it when grown up, as the 


poet fays : | 
« Children, like tender oziers take the bow, 
« And as they firſt are faſhion'd always grow: 
4% Hence what we learn in youth, to that alone, 
< In age, we are by ſecond nature prone,” 


er 
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Chapter the Eleventh, 


EE, my pretty little readers, how the 
ſherif's officers are carrying off my 
late maſter's goods. Alas ! poor Abraham 
Moſes Iſaac 3 how happy might yeu 
have been, had the goodneſs of your heart, 
and the powers of your — been 
any way equal to your fortune]! You ſee, 


my 


— —— 
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my ſweet readers, that it is not money I 
alone that can procure happineſs, which is | Jac 
not to be bought, but may be found by moſt | trio 
people in the common walks of Sobriety, I gaie 
Temperance, Virtue, Love, and Charity. | brin 
While I remained in the poſſeſſion of the | cen 
ſheriff, I was witneſs to many melancholy | the 
ſeenes of diſtreſs : People arreſted, and car- | ber 
ried from their families to prifon, for not | old. 
paying their debts ; and houſes ſtripped of | Mr 
their furniture, while the poor families had | fant 
not a bed left to lie on, the whole being boti 
ſeized for rent. | F 
Often have I ſhuddered at the ſight of | nur 
pretty little children clinging round their by 
mother's neck, aſking where papa was, and | the! 


when he would bring them bread to eat, earl 
while their poor mama had none to give and 
them. I frequently obſerved, that theſe her 
ſcenes of diſtreſs were ſometimes brought on As 


by unavoidable misfortunes, but that they litt] 
were far more frequently the conſequence of e 
diſſipation andextravagance ; and ſometimes plo 
brought on by too eager a deſire to acquire 
wealth by illegal and unwarrantable means. 


I next fell into the hands of Miſs Poll 


Jackſon, whoſe father was an honeſt induſ- 
trious man, and denied himſelf many of the 


gaieties and pleaſures of life, in order to 
bring up Polly and her two brothers in a de- 
cent manner. Polly was the youngeſt of 
the three, and had the misfortune to loſe 
her mother when ſhe was but three months 


old. It was this conſideration that drew 


Mr. Jackſon's particular attention to his in- 
fant daughter, to whom he was now to be 
both father and mother. 

Polly and her brothers were put out to 
nurſe, and their treatment carefully watched 
by their father, who, as they grew up, gave 
them a proper education. 
earlieſt infancy, gave proof of a violent ſpirit, 
and a ſtrange and unaccountable diſguſt to 
her father, who was tenderly fond of her. 
As ſhe grew up, pride took poſſeſſion of her 
little heart, and dreſs and polite airs ſeemed 
to engroſs the moſt of her attention, and em- 
ployed her thoughts much more than learn- 


ing. 
— 
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Polly, in her 


: 
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As Mr. Jackſon knew he had no fortune 
to give his dear Polly, he prudently endea- 
voured to bring her up in a ſtile, which 
might make her valuable to ſome decent 
tradeſman ; but as ſhe was brought up from 
home, ſhe conſtantly found means to pervert 
his intentions ; and, - when ſhe could nor 
procure money from her father to ſupport 
her extravagances, ſhe would borrow it of 
others upon his account, 

In this line of conduct ſhe continued till 
the twenty-ſecond year of her age, ſtill 
fleecing her father under deceitful pretences, 
and at the ſame time treating him with the 
moſt haughty diſdain, and the moſt inſolent 
airs of indifterence, | 

It was then Mr. Jackſon thus addreſſed 
her: © I ſee, Polly, you take every advan- 
tage to deceive me, and would not ſcruple 
to ruin me to ſupport your own extravagance, 
I have been to you both a father and a mo- 
ther : I have watched over your infant years 
with all the trepidations of a tender parent ; 
I have made you the conſtant object of my 


theughts 
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thoughts by day, nor have you been forgot 


ten even on my pillow by night; I have de- 
nied myſelf almoſt all the pleaſures of life to 
bring you up with decency, and have ſpared 
no expence for your education, by which 
means you are now ſituated in a genteel and 
comfortable line. Alas ! what are the re- 
turns I receive for all theſe marks of tender- 
neſs ? You ſhun even the fight of me, and 
wiſh to ſee me only when you want fome- 
thing from me. That farce mult be played 
no longer. You will perhaps not be dif- 


pleaſed when I tell you to ſee me no more; 
but at the ſame time I muſt command you to 


expect nothing more from me.” 


Mr, Jackſon, having ſpoken theſe words, 


turned away with tears in his eyes, but fully 
determined to keep his word. Miſs Polly 
ſeemed no ways inclined to make any apology 
for her conduct, but rather thought her fa- 
ther's treatment. cruel and inhuman. As 
my miſtreſs knew her father was of a reſo- 
lute temper, ſhe took no pains to alter his 
mind, .but contented herſelf with complain- 
ing, that ſhe had no father. Sas 
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Could you think, my pretty little readers, 
that ſuch a character as Polly Jackſon ever 
exiſted ? But I aſſure you there does, and I 
fear there are many more of the ſame un- 
grateful diſpoſition, How can children ex- 
pect, that God will ever forgive ſuch ingra- 
titude to a parent? It ſeldom goes unpu- 
niſhed ; for, in the courſe of my adventures, 
I have ſeen many inſtances of ungrateful 
children, when they became parents them- 
ſelves, treated in the ſame manner by their 
own children, 

I was glad when I got out of the hands of 
this naughty and extravagant girl; but I next 
fell into the hands of a little gentleman, who 
was as miſerably ſaving as Ms Polly was 
extravagant. My pretty readers, do all you 


be extravagant, may bring you into difficulty, 
and at Jak into want, when the contempt 
of the world will naturally follow; and to 
be too miſerable and ſelfiſh will alſo bring 
you into contempt. 
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all, was one of thoſe children, who will get 
all they can, but part with nothing, which 


was the more inexcuſable, as he was heir ta 


a very large eſtate, and had always plenty of 
money at his command ; but to tell it over 
and look at it, to put it into his bag, and 
tumble it out again, was to him a glotious 
employment. Such are the different tempers, 
inclinations, and paſſions of youth. 

Maſter Billy had a very rich uncle, who, 
being on a journey that way, called to ſee 
the family. He aſked Maſter Billy many 
queſtions, and was ſo well pleaſed with his 
anſwers, that he preſented him with a purſe 
containing twelve guineas. My little ma- 
ſter was highly pleaſed with this, ſhewed it 
to all the ſervants, and counted his money 
over and over again. 

My little 2 uncle called again about 
three months afterwards, and aſked Billy 


what he had done with the money he gave 


him when he was there laſt, ® O Sir, (ſaid 
he) I have been very careful of it, for J have 
not ſpent one ſingle & of it,” He then 

ran 
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ran and fetched his purſe, and gave it to his 
uncle, to be ſatisfied of the truth of what he 
had ſaid. . 
The old gentleman took the purſe, and 
telling the money in it, found it all right. 
He then put the money again into the bag, 
and very compoſedly, without ſaying a wor! 
put both purſe and money into his pocket. 
This was a cutting ſtroke to my little maſter, 
who ſuppoſed that his uncle, fatisfied with 
his care and prudence, would have put as 
much more into the purſe. He could not 
tell, but that hjs uncle might have put the 
purſe into his pocket out of miſtake. This 
was a fad perplexed ſtate of uncertainty, and 
he kuew not how to get out of it, He was 
afraid to aſk his uncle, whether he had 
not made a miſtake ; and yet, to put up 
with ſuch a loſs without ſaying any thing, 
he thought would be fooliſh, 6 
The old gentleman being now going to 
take his leave, Billy plucked up courage, 
and aſked him, if he had not through miſtake 
put his money and purſe into his pocket, 


* No, | 


SILVER PENNY. ng 


« No, child, (anſwered his uncle) I put it 
into my pocket, becauſe I ſa you made no 
uſe of the money ; and I warrant you I can 
find ſome uſe for it.” *E 

« What uſe, Sir (replied Billy, a little 
angry) would you have me put it to ? If I had 
ſpent it, it would have been of no uſe now; 
but there it is all in the purſe, and ready 
upon any occaſion that may happen.” 

I ſee about the houſe (ſaid his uncle) a 
number of ſervants, and I ſuppoſe you give 
chem all trouble in turn. You get one, 
perhaps, to comb your hair, another to 
bruſh your clothes, and black your ſhoes ; 
the groom to look after your little horſe, and 
the maid to make your bed and clean your 
room out. Beſides, J doubt not, there are 
numberleſs poor people about you, who very 
ſeldom taſte butchers meat. It is am 
theſe different claſſes of people, I how, 
you would have diſtributed what I gave you, 
in order to releive the neceſſitous, and to 
procure love and eſteem among your father's 
owa ſervants. That is the ule I expected 

_ H2 | you 
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vou would have made of it, and not have 
kept it idly in your purſe merely to look at, 

vhile ſo many deſerving objects ſurrounded 

vou.“ So ſaying, he mounted his horſe, 
And rode away with both purſe and money. 


Chapter 


0 
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Chapter the Twelfth. 


EE, my ſweet pretty readers, how my 
little miſer fits by himſelf, in a corner 
of the room, crying for the loſs of what he 
had no heart to make uſe of. Though I 
would not adviſe any little Miſs or Matter 
to be extravagant, or ſquander their money 
on trifles, yet I would recommend to 


H 3 them 


— —————— — 8 


118 ADVENTURES or a 


them to conſider, that money is but traſh 
when we can find no uſe for it, or when we 


cannot apply it. to the purchaſe of ſomething 


neceſſary or deſirable in life. To apply 
part of it in the encouragement of merit, in 
the reward of virtue, and in the relief of the 
; wretched and unfortunate, are ſome of the 
nobleſt purpoſes to which it can be applied. 


I dare ſay, that many of my pretty tender- 


; hearted readers have often given away the 
| Iſt halfpenny they had to ſome deplorable 
object of charity, that may have happened 


to fall in their way ; and I appeal to the 
feelings of their own little hearts, whether 


they have not, upon ſuch occaſions, felt 


that pleaſing glow in their boſoms, which 
deſcription cannot reach, and which none 
but the generous and humane are capable of 
receiving | 


This behaviour of the old gentleman to 
Billy had a very happy effect; for he now 


began to perceive the truth of what his uncle 
had faid. He firſt made little preſents to all 
the ſervants in the houſe, and hardly ever 

met 
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met a poor labouting perſon but he gave | 
them a penny or two-pence; The conſe- 
quences of this conduct ſoon convinced hint | 
of the propriety of his uncle's reproof; for 
now every ſervant met him with a ſmile, in- 
ſtead of pouting and glouting, and would 
now, as the ſaying is, have gone through | 
fire and water to ſerve him. | 

When he went abroad, he heard the poor 
people pouring down their bleſſings on him, 
arid prayirig, that he might have health and 
long life to enjoy that ample fortune to 
which he was born. Now muſt not this, 
my dear readers, be infinitely more pleaſing” 
to him, than the empty and ſelfiſh ſatisfaction | 
of telling over his money, without having 
the heart to make uſe &f it ? 

One day, when Maſter Billy, as uſual, 
was takirig his rambles, he met a pretty 
little girl, with a baſket hanging on her atm. 
Though ſhe was very tight and clean, yet 
it was eaſily to be ſeen that ſhe was poor. 
Maſter Billy aſked her who and what ſhe 
was, when he found that her name was 

H4 Sally 
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( 


F 


Sally Thoughtful, that ſhe was ten years of 


gage, that her father and mother had been 


dead two or three years, and that ſhe lived 


| with her grandmother, who was then blind. 


| 


if 
\ 


f 
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hear further from him ſoon, 


Billy was ſo pleaſed with the account ſhe 
gave of herſelf, that he put his hand into his 
pocket, gave her all the money he had, and, 
among the reſt, your humble ſervant, the 


Silver Penny, promiſing alſo, that ſhe ſhould 


” 


Thus was I ſtrangely ſhifted about, ſome- 


times encloſed in ſilver, and repoſing on a 


bed of down: ſometimes laid in the duit, 


and trampled upon by undiſtinguiſhing feet ; 
ſometimes in the poſſeſſion of the nch, and 
at other times involved in ſcenes of poverty; 
but this, my ſweet readers, is nothing more 
than what every day happens to ſome people 
or other, and are called the ups and downs 
of this life. 

My prettx little Sally, my preſent miſtreſs, 


though, as I told you before, but ten years 
of age, took all imaginable care of her poor 


blind grandmother, She dreiſcd all her 


victuals, 
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victuals, waſhed all the cloaths, and kept 
the houſe as clean as alittle palace, without 
any one to help her. She never left her 
grandmother but when the was obliged to 
go to market, and then ſhe made all the haſte” 
imaginable. 
Maſter Billy told his papa and mama what 
a good child this Sally was. They accord- 
y went to her grandmother's houſe, found 
ally knitting by her ſide, and ſinging to the 
old woman to divert her. They were ſo 
highly pleaſed with the ſight, that the old 
woman was immediately better provided for, 
and Sally was taken into the ſquire's family, 
where ſhe proved a very uſeful and handy girl, 


and was reſpected and beloved by every one 


in the houſe 
Sally never failed to go two or three times 
a week to ſee her poor grandmother, and ſit 
and ſing to amuſe her. However, at laſt, 
the good old woman died, and poor Sally 
cried ſadly for ſome days. 
[ was taken all imaginable care cf by this 


pretty girl, who conſidered me as jucky to 


her, 
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her, till ſhe reached the twenty-ſecond year h 
of her age, when ſhe and the butler made a I 
match of it. They then took a large inn, fe 
and are now ina very flouriſhing condition. ſi 
Among the reputable company that uſed al 
to ſtop for refreſhments at Sally's houſe, one in 
day happened to be Dr. Solander, who ac- h; 
companied the great Captain Cook round nc 


the world. This gentleman was a great at 
virtuoſo and antiquarian, and enriched the 
Britiſh Muſeum with many curioſities w 


brought from the remoteſt part of the world. ex 
My miſtreis always took the greateſt care or 


of me, keeping me in an old-faſhioned mother th 
of pearl ſnuff-box, where I lay repoſing on hu 
the fineſt cotton. As the box in which I lay an 
had by time become much tgiſhed, ſhe yo 
put itin her pocket in order to give it a clean- m. 


ing; but, being much hurried with buſineſs, di 
ſhe was obliged to defer the operation a few in 


hours. 
It happened, that while my miſtreſs was the 
attending on Dr. Solander, ſhe had occa- co 


ſion for her handkerchief, and on putting yet 
her 
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her hand in her pocket and pulling it out, 
] and the box allo came out with it, and 
fell on the ground. The hurry and confu- 
ſion, in which my miſtreſs picked us up, 
and the antique appearance of the box hav- 
ing Vr the Doctor's eye, he begged to 
have a ſight of it, which my miſtreſs could 
not, with any decency, refuſe to ſo reſpect- 
able a gentleman. 52 
He was highly pleaſed with the antique 
workmanſhip of the box; but how ſhall I 
expreſs his aſtoniſhment and ſurprize, when 
on opening it he ſaw your humble ſervant, 
the Silver Penny, then upwards of three 
hundred years old, in the higheſt perfection, 
and with all the appearance of bloomi 
youth; for though I had been through ſo 
many hands, and been expoſed to ſo man 
din gers, I luckily had not received the leaft 


injury. ä 

he Doctor then told my miſtreſs, that 
thou n the box was worth nothing, and the 
conte uts of it intrinſically only One Penny, 
yet, it ihe would palit with them, he would 
pay 
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pay her the compliment of a guinea, My. 


generous miſtreſs replied, that ſhe would 
never ſell me, and ſhould be even very ſorry 
to part with me, unleſs it was to ſomebody 
who would ſometimes permit her to ſee 
me. 

« Well, then, madam, (faid the Doctor) 
the matter is agreed on : I will depoſit your 


pretty Silver Penny in the Britiſh Muſeum, 
nor will I diſturb it out of his preſent 


habitation, There you ſhall be welcome 
to ſee it as often as you pleaſe.” M 
miſtreſs could not refuſe ſuch honourable 
conditions : ſhe kiſſed me at parting, and 
preſented me to the Doctor, who ive, E 


kept his word, brought me carefully to 


town, and then depoſited me in the Britiſh 
Muſeum. 

Thus am I amply rewarded for all my 
paſt toils and fatigues, as I now make a con- 
ſpicuous figure among the greateſt curioſities 
in the firſt collection in the world. Here 
I ſhall enjoy conſtant repoſe, ſecure from 

Cate 
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care or danger, and out of the reach of ad- 
verſe fortune. | | 
My pretty readers, remember the laſt 
words of the Silver Penny, Fear God and 
honour your parents, for thoſe are the two 
moſt eſſential duties of a Chriſtian. Love 
your brothers and your ſiſters, and live to- 
gether in the moſt perfect harmony and 
union. Be always punctual to your word, 
and that you may always be ſo, never make 
a mu before you have properly conſider- 
ed it. Be open and candid in all your con- 
nections, but truſt no one but your own 
boſom with ſecrets of importance. Be good 
natured and affable, and ever ready to aſſiſt 
the unfortunate as far as your condition will 
prudently admit. Speak ill of no one, but 
make thoſe allowances in others, of which 
* may perhaps ſtand in need yourſelf. 
Farewell, my dear pretty readers, may you 

ſo live in this life as ta merit an abode in 
that MusEum, where no cares can reach 
us, no infumities torment us, no revolu- 
cons 
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tions of ſtates or empires diſturb our tran- 
' quillity, but where every thing will be 
changed into endleſs love, harmony and 


joy! 


8 — n—_— 


THE END. 
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By E. NyBzRV, at the Corner of | 
St.yaul's Church yard, | 


For the ſtructian and Entertamment of 
Mafters and Miſſer, 


1. Junile Rambles, Price 6d. 

2. Little Wanderers, Price 3d. 
3. Te Little Moraliſts, Price 3d. 0 
4. he Village Tatlers, Price ad. 7 
5. he Flights of a Lady Bird, Pr. ad. 7 


6.F he Hiſtory of a Little Boy found || 
"= 2 Haycock, concluded, Price 1d. 
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